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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.
————
 Navy Dsmgimhsr, o

_ , .- December 1st, 1828,
The PRESIDENT of the United Slates:
Sir: Inobedicnce to the request contained in your letter of the 10th
ultimo, 1 submit, respecifully, the following statement of the admi-
nistration of this Department, during the present year, comprehend-
ing the number of vessels commissioned ; the number in ordinary, fit
for service, or requiring repairs; the progress made in building ves-
‘sels; with the disbursements of the Department, -and the service in
‘which the vessels have been employed ; with such observations on the
whole subject as are deemed proper. L - o
. Letter 1, from the Commissioners of the Navy, with papers A, B,
C, D, and E, which accompany it, exhibit . C S
I, The vessels of war in commission, with the service in which they
arc employed. See A, S , o o
2. The vessels in ordinary, on the Atlantic boari, and on the Lakes,
with the state of repairs of each vessel.—B and C. = ‘ ,
8. The progress made in building, under the taw o increase the
navy of the United States”—D. By this, it appears that four ships
of the line haye heretofore been built, and that five ships of the line,
and five frigates of the first class, are now huilding; some of which
" might be launched in thirty days; and all, except one, in one hundred
and twentydays. S AN
4. A general view of the improvements at the several bwilding
yards. In some of the gards, additional improvements are now ne-
cessary for their comfo@le and economical adwinistration.. o
5. The llishursemelxts of the Department during {he three first
quarters of the present .. ear, up to the 30th September.(2.) The dis-
bursements of the year 1822 appear by the report made to Congress
in the month of February last. It appears that 81,984,520 74 have
_been drawn from the T'reasury between the 1st January and the 30th
September, leaving, on the latter day, 82,218,168 66 unexpended of
the amount applicable to the service of the yrar. Of this unexpend-
~ed balance, a large proportion will be used during the remaiving
quarter; and a minute statement of the whole will be furnished to
Congress in the annual report required from this Department. - ,
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Ou paper A, itis o be remarked, that the frigate Constitution,
slanp of war Ontario, and schooner Nonsuch, are in the Mediterra.
nean. under the command of Captain Jones. No change in the amount
of force, in that sea, ‘has been made within the year. It has been
found competent to all the purposes for which it is maintained.  Our
commerce there has been amply protected ; the officers and seamen
have enjoyed good health, and o circumstance has occurred worthy
of particular notice. While our rejations with other powers continug
friendly, any large augmentation of that portion of our naval force
will not be necessary. In the coming year, it is not proposed mate-
rially to increase or diminishit. ‘Fhe Cyane and Erie will, in a short
time, relieve the Constitution and Ontario, that they may return home,
discharge their crews, whose term of service will soon expire, refi,
and resume their station.  For this purpose, the Krie, Captain Dea-
con, sailed from New York on the $th ol November, and the Cyane,
Captain Creeighton, will sail ina few days.

On the same paper, A, it is to be further remarked, that the Frank-
ling ship of the line, and the schooner Dolphin, of 12 guus, are still
in the Pacific Ocean, where they have remained for more than two
years,under the command of Captain Stewart. By the presence of
this force on the coasts of Chili and Peru, depredations onour grow-
ing commerce have heen, in a great degree, prevented, and vespect
for onr interests and llag secured.

Capt. Stewart wili return to the United States in the course of this
winter, or carly in the ensuing spring ; and, in the place of the Frank-
lin. itis proposed to substitote the frigate United States, and the Pea-
cock, sloop of war. of 18 guns.  Such a division of the force, it is be-
lieved, will more extensively protect the flag and commerce of the
United States, and permit the commanding oflicer, with the larger
vessel, to be absent trom the usual cruising grounds for a short time,
should circumstances render such absence necessary.  Captain Hull
will sail, in a few days, from Norfolk, in command of these vessels.

The Cyane, Captain Spence, and the Shark, commanded by Lieut.
M. C. Perry, have, tor short perinds, cruised upon the coast of Afri-
ca, to carry into effect the intentions of the government, in the sup-
pression of the slave trade, and the protection of the agency for libe-
rated Afvicans, established at Cape Mensurado.

While Captain Spence was at Sierra Leone and the Cape, he fitted
out the Augusta, a small schionner, which was found on the coast. de-
certad and dismantled, and placed it under the command of Lieat,
Dashicll, to eruise in the neighborboor of the Cape, with the convic-
tion that its presence was at that time essential to the protection of
the ageney, and might be usetul in preventing the traflic in slaves.
It still remains upon that coast.

During the time that Captain Spence and Licutenant Perry were
cruising, they neither saw norheard of any vessel, under the American
flag, engaged in the slave trade. 1 citizens of the United States are
stili employed in that traflic, they seem to bave been driven to con-
real themselves under the flags of other nations.
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'The agency at Cape Mensurado, fur receiving the re-captured and
liberated Africans, enjoyed favorable prospects, until late last fall,
when it was assailed by a large body of the natives, and in danger of
being entirely destroyed.  Some of the liberated Africans were kil-
Jed in the cuntest.  "The extracts of letters from: Captain Spence,
Licutenant Perry, and Messrs. Ashmun aud Ayers, will shew the
manner in which they were able to defend themselves, with the aid
of a midshipman and several men belonging to a British vessel of
war, then in the neighborhood.  The establishment having passed
through this trial, now promises to accomplish all the benefits anti-
cigated from it. In order to afford it the necessary protection, and to
continue our exertions to repress the slave trade, it is proposed, as
the most eflicient and economnical arrangement, that the commander
of the West India squadron, shall, {rom time to time, detach one op
more of the vessels belonging to his command, to cruise along the
Afvican coast, occasionally wuching at Cape Mensurade, and min-
istering to the wants ot the people there; and fotlowing, in their ve-
turn, the usual track of the slave ships.

Eleven Afvicans, none of whom could speak the English language,
were, some mouths ago, hrought by a Capt. Chase, as mariuners, into
the port of Baltimore, and were there taken into the possession of the
officers of the government, and an investigation instituted into the
supposed violation of our laws in introducing them, By means of
an interpreter, who understood the languages of all, except one or
two of them, it was, subsequently, discovered, that they bzlonged to
tribes in the neighborhood of Meusurado, and that some of them
were of the head men of their tribes. It was therefore believed, that
their restoration by this Government, would produce a salutary effect;
and aun inquiry wag directed to be made through the interpreter,
whether they were willing to return to Africa.  Such being found to
be their wish, they were, in the early part of October, sent to our
agent at Mensurado, with directions to perwit their return to their
several homes, by the best and most expeditious means.

So far as the Department is yet apprized of the expenditures for
the agency during the present year, they have amounted to §7,287
48 cents,

On the western side of the Atlantic ocean, and in the Gulf of Mex-
ico, the operations of our navul force have been more active.  Se-
veral vessels were in commission there, at the close of the last year.
Lo these were added, under the authority of the law passed at the
kst session of Congress, * authorizing an additional naval force for
the suppression of piracy,” the Steam Galliot Sen Gulls eight small
schooners, the Greeyhound, Jackall, Fox, Wild Cat, Beagle, Ferrvet,
Weazel, and ‘Pervier; five barges, the Musquito, Gnat, Midge,
Sandfly, and Gallinipper; and oue travsport ship, the Decoy.

Captain David Porter was appointed to the command of the squad-
rou, and sailed fiom Norfollk about the 10th of February last.  His
station was at 'Lhompson's Island, from which he despatched his ves-
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svls, in such way as he judged best suited to attain his objects. The
annexed extracts from his letters and reports exhibit the results,

‘Phe size of most of the vessels, the nature of the duties, and the ex-
posure of the ofticers and men, called for a display of perseverance
aml fortitude seldom requived of those engaged in our service—Dbut
the call was well answered,  Every thing was accomplished, which
was anticipated from the expedition,  Piracy, as a system, has been
repressed, in the neighborhood of the Bsland of Cuba, and now re-
quires only to be watched, by a proper force, to be prevented from
aillicting commerce, any turther, in that quarter.  'I'he public autho-
vitie of the Island of Cuba manifested a friendly disposition towaeds
the squadion, aud eendered much assistance in the pursuit of its ob-
jects,

On the 5th March, as Lient. Cocke, in obedience to the orders of
Capt. Porter, was entering the harbor of St. Johns, Porto Rico, in
the wchooner Fox, he was Lilled by a shot from the castle.  Extracty
from the corvespondence between Capt. Porter and the government
of the island on this subject, ave annexed. .

T'he squadron was bealthy and prosperous. until about the middle
of August, when a malignant fever broke out at the station, and de-
stroyed many valuable lives.  The first reports of this calamity were
brought to the Department on the 17th September. At the time they
left the island, Captain Porter and most of the medical ofticers were
gick, and there was great cause to far that the squadron woulidh be
deprived of its commanding oflicer, and of the medical assistance ne-
cessary to it safety, ™ Under these circumstances it was considered
expedient to send to the station an oflicer of 1ank and experience,
with a suflicient number of surgeons, to furnish, in any event, the aid
necessary for the satety and proper conduct of the squadron, with
power to remove it should that be found necessary.  Capt. Rodgers
cheerfully consented to encounter the hazard and responsibility at
tendant on such an expedition.  He sailed from New York as scon
as a vessel conld be prepared for the purposes but, before his arvival,
Capt. Porter had become convaleseent, and, with the greater part of
the squadron, had veturned to the United States.  The reports of
these ofticers will fully explain theie views of the causes of the discase,
and the means by which a recurrence of it may be prevented.

It is believed that the Florida station is incalculably -important to
some of the best interests of this Union; and that it ought not to be
deserted until every expedicat has failed to render it a secure and
healthy position for our vessels. 1 feel great confidence in the opinion
that it may be made such, without encountering great hazard of the
evils we have heretofore saffered,

For the protection of commerce, and the suppression of piracy in
the Western Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, it is proposed, in the
ensuing years to continue Thompson’s Island as the station for the
vessels employed in those objects; to place there a ship of the line,
avied and manned as a frigate, for which purpose the Independence
is woll fitted; and to attach to the command the John Adams and



115 [1]

Hornet, and one other sloop of war, with four of the larger schooners,
the Grampus, Porpoise, Shark. and Spark, one of the smaller schoon-
ers. and the barges,  This force is competent to vratect all our in-
terests.  The ship of the line, placed in a proper puyttion, witl afford
comfortable accommodations to those aho are obliged to remain at
the stutiou, and prevent the nrecessity of intercourse with the island,
when danger is suspected,  ‘The cruises of the other vessels, except
those which visit the coast of Africa, may be limited to four, five, or
six weeks. and on their return, their crews may be exchanged for
others, who, during that time, have bheen stationary. By these weans,
and a proper attention to cleanliness, hoth in the men and the ves-
sels, and avoiding intercourse with places known to be sickly, the
health of all will probably be preserved.  For the proper execution
of such a system, full reliance way be placed in our oflicers,  The
istand itself, by clearing, draining, and cultivating, will, afier a time,
probably become more healthful.

It will be perceived, that this distribution of force includes ouly vne
of the small schooners.  ‘They were admirably calculated for the end
for which they were purchaseds and have effected it.  But piracy be-
ing for the present repressed, and vequiring only such a force as will
prevent its revivabllthey are no longer necessary; and, being both very
expensive, and utterly subversive of all discipline, it is respectfully
recomnmended that they be sold, retaining one for the present season;
after: which it may be sold.  'The Porpoise and a small schooner-
have been employed under the command of Lieut. Ramage, in the sur-
vey of a part of the Florida coast. It is proposed that those vessels
be placed under the control of the commanding oflicer of the Florida
stations and if it be found proper to continue the survey, that the in-
structions for that purpose be given to that officer.

Many of the oflicers having died duriug the present year. It is
thought proper to annex a list of the times and places of their deaths.

No observations on the organization and discipline of the Navy
seem to be required. ‘T'hat subject has heretofore been presented for
consideration. . -

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be,
Your most obedient servant,

SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.
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Nivy Commassronenrs’ Orrice,

15th November, 1825,

Sin: The Commissioners of the Navy have had the honor of re.
ceiving your letter of the 10th inst. and beg leave to submit the ac
companying exhibits A, B, C, D, E.

A, presents a view of the vessels of war now in commission.

BB, vessels in ordinary on the Atlantic board.

C, vessels on Lakes Champlain, Erie, and Ontario.

D, ships on the stocks—shewing the number built and building,
under the *¢ Act for the gradual incrense of the Navy.”

E, a general view of the improvements at the several building
yards.

With respect to the state and condition of the vessels in ordinary,
and on the lakes, the Commissioners submit the latest information
received by them upon the subject. It is presumed to be substantial-
ly correct; but, having, some days since, called upon the several con-
mandants for special and detailed reports, they expect to have itin
their power, very shortly, to afford minute information, not-only as
to the hutls of the ships, but as to the state ol thelr masts, spars, sails,
rigging, armament, boats, &c. &e.

I have the lionor to be, &c. &e.
I. CHAUNCEY.

Hon. Samx. L. SouTHARYD,

Secretary of the Nacy.

A.
Vessels of War in commission, wNocember 10, (820,

t'ranklin,  Ship of the line, Pacific.

United States, 44, Preparing to relieve the Franklin,
Constitution, 44, Mediterranean, )
. Carrying Ministers to Spain an
Congress, 56, { to South .\merical.
Cyane, 24, Mediterranean.

John Adams, 24, West Indices.

Ontario, 18, Mediterrancan,

Erie, 18, Mediterranecan,

FPeacock, 18, West Tndices.

Tlornet, 18, West Indies.

Spark, brig, 14, West 1utties.

Nensuch, 19, Mediterranean. .

Porpeise, 12, Surveying Florida Coagt.

Dolphin, 12, Pacific.

Grampus, 12, West Indies.

Shark, 12, West Indies.
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RECAPITULATION.

Ship of the line,
44 gun [rigates,
36 ¢ do. '
24 ¢ ghips,
18 ¢ sloops. .
14 “  h!‘."L’,'o

12 ¢ gchooners.

’ ‘-"F‘".“:QMEJN.

-
-
W o

In commission. spcrn"y equlpped for the wppressr.on of pn“\cv, -

1 steam galliot, Sea Gull, -

‘ 8 small schooners, viz. Greyliound, chka)l I‘ox. 'Wlld Cat, Ben-
gle, Ferrett, Weazel and Terrier.

5 barges, viz. Musquito, Gnat, Midge, Sand Fly and Ga!hmpper.-
' ‘l tlansnmt ship, Decoy.. '

B.
rcssels in Ordma”ﬁ{.-—.ﬂtlantzc Eaard. o '

- The hulls of these shlps are in
In depen dcnce, sh ip of the hn e,} good order; though it would be pro-

“Washington do. per to examine their bust?ms betore
Columbﬁq, ’ do sending th°m to sea. T'heir upper
s worksand d: cks reqmresome caulk-

T Jing.
Have never been in commissiong
‘Belaware, " do. hulls in good orders bottoms would

. {_require examination befoie 1hey go

g:‘rth Carolina, :;:: to.seq, and their upper works and
O S ' decks would pwbably x-cqulr svime
‘_jmulkmg. o :

Guerriere, .. 44, - " Requires repairs.

Java, 44, Very much decayed,
" Constellation 36, : Requires some rcpairs. o
Macedonian, 86, ‘ do. B

Fulton, steam fr lgafe, - Used as a recewmg- vessel.

Alert, - e o, inguad order as suclr

Asp, - -~ -~ da. " much decayed..
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RECAPITULATION.

[}

Ships of the lino
44 gun frigates,
36 - do,
steam do. used as a receiving vessel.
receiving ship, and the Asp.*

= W

Nuvy Fard Tenders.

Gun Boat, No. 67, Tender to the Yard at Washington.
Do. No. 93, T'ender to the Yard at Buston.

C.
essels of War on the Lekes.

Liake CHAMPLAIN.

Guns,
Confiance - : - 82 >]
;‘f";'l:’ga i i : 24jx ery much decayed.
‘Ticonderoga - -
Galleys.
Allen - - -1
Burrows - - - 9
. - - - Q ]
(B‘:v’f:ilpode ) 2 Shulls in tolerable condition.
=T : - - - [
Viper - - - 9
Nettle - - - 2
- LAKE ERIE.
Lawrence - - - 18 k and b decaved
Detroit - . . g4 ( Sunk and much decayed.
Porcupine - - - 1 rotten.
ucen Charlotte - - 20 sunk and decayed.
A
Ghent - - - 4 inbad condition.

Lake ONTARIO.

Chippewa -

New Orleans ) ;3 } on the stocks, dhder cover, sound.

*A small schuoner, utterly worthless.
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Superior - ; - 44

Mohawk - - - 36

Pike - - - 26

Madison - - - 18 >sunk and decayed.
Sylph - - - 14

Jefferson - - - 18

Jones - - - 18

Onecida - - 14 useless.

Lady of the Lake - - 1 in tolerable condition.
14 gun boats, in a state ol decay.

D.
Ships on the Stocks.—Of the line.

1 at Portsmoath, could be Jaunched in 60 days.
1 at Boston, do do 30 do.
Iat do do do 90 do.
1 at Philadelphia, do do 180 do.
1 at Gosport, Va. - do do 120 do.

Frigates of the First Class.

1 at Washington, (the Potomac) could be launched in 30 days.
1 at do do do 30 do.
1 at Philadelphia, do do 30 do.
1 at New York do do 30 de.
t at Portsmouth, N, I, do do 60 do.
RECAPITULATION.

5 ships of the line,
5 frigates.

Nore.—The above vessels could, if required for service, be launched
in the time respectively stated; but their equipment would take a con-
siderably longer time. :

Thesc vessels are building under the law for the gradual increase
of the Navy; and the following were alse built under that law:

Co:umbus, jl
Delaware, . . .
Notth Carolina, ships of the line.
Ohio,
Making the number, ¢ built and building,” as follows:
9 ships of the line, and ’

5 frigates of the first class,
g
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E.

General view of the improvements at the several Building Yurds:

ATt NorroLk.

A brick wall around the yard.

A comfortable dwelling house for Commandant:

A large and convenient brick smiths’ shop.

T'wo Jarge brick warehouses.

A few frame buildings, for joiners and coopers’ shops:
Very convenient houses and quarters for marines,
One building slip and substantial house, for 74.
Mast sheers,

AT WASHINGTON.

A brick wall around the land sides.

A comfortable dwolling house for Commandant.

A house for the second oflicer.

Large and convenient smiths’, anchor, chain-cable, and camboasc
shops.

Two large and convenient storehouscs.

Quarters for marine officer and guard.

Block machinery and saw mill, worked by steam.

Plumber and brass founders’ shops.

Armorers’ shop and Jaboratory.

Quarters for laboratory officer.

Mast sheds and joiners’ shops.

Timber sheds, rigging and sail lofts.

Inclined plane, with house over it.

Building slip, extensive timber docks.

A dock in progress.

Mast sheers,

\
AT PUILADELPHIA.

A wall on two sides.

No quarters for any officer in the yard, except the marine officer; good
extensive barracks.

An extensive brick smiths’® shop.

“Dae small wooden building, used for hospital.

Four wooden buildings, used for ofticers and joiners® shop, aud tem-
porary storehouses,

A wooden mast shed.

T'wo building slips,

Two ship houses,

Mast gheers.
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AT wa Yom: - o

!}nclused by a tempox ary. wooden fence.
- A house for Commandant.
A wooden smiths’ shop. : ’
Warehouses of brick, 130 feet !ong by 40 deep, are bulldmg, and will
. be enclosed this fall. -
One other warehouse, old, and entlrely out of repalr, and so sntuated
that it must be taken down, when the other storehouses shall be
..ready to reccive the stores. '
Some temporary wooden workshops and timber sheds,
Good marine barracks. -
Two building slips; of thege, one not yet ﬁmshed
" One ship Imuse for 74, -

]

AT Bos'rox.

Enclosed with a waoden fence, in great decay,
- A comfortable dwellmg house for commandant

A brick smiths’ shop

Good warehouses, sufficient for the prese nt

Wooden workshops and sheds '

Good brick marine barracks

Two building slips

Two ships’ houses for 74’s

Timber docks -

Mast sheers

AT PoRTSMOUTlt

‘Onan Island not enclosed.
A house for conmandant
. A'wooden building, used as marine barracks. &c.
Another, used as quarters for an officer
A new brick store, 75 by 40, bmldmg
‘A wooden store-house -
Timber sheds and workshop, of wood
‘Wooden houses, which are used as quarters for thé storekeepec.
- surgeon’s mate, the warfant oﬂicers, except the master and .
ordinary of the yard - .
Two building dlips :
Two _ships’ houses, one of them new, the uther shghtly built,
- and requiring some repan-s next Summer :
Timber docks -
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No. 2.
Papers ¥y G, H, 1, J, Ky Ly and M, containing Correspondence of Caplain
Robert T. Spence, Licut. Perry, Dr. Eli dyres, and J. Ashmun, ve-
lating to the Establishinent at Cape Mesurado,

[P N—
F.
Mr. Ashinun, aciins Agent al Cape Mesuraido, lo the Secretary of the
Nary.

Carr MEesurano,
November 2Gth, 1822, (moruing.)

sir: 1 had the honer of writing you by the Shark, on the 9th ul-
timo, and, subsequently, by the *“ Steong,” in a very weak and sickly
condition. We arce now engaged in a bloody and perilous war with
all the native tribes around us.  On the morning of the 11th, were
attacked by cight hundred, who were repulsed, after doing us same
injury, with the loss of nearly one hundreed killed on the spot.

Subsequently, we have been employed in a negotiation for peace,
which 1 fear will [ail.  We expect another assault to be made on us in
wwo or three days.  'T'he furce is powerful in numbers, poorly armed,
and cowardly, We hape, with God’s help, to hold out till aid arrives
from some quarter. Now, if a vessel of war lay in the road, all
these hostile movements would probably have been prevented.

"T'he spirits and health of our little number are much better than
could be expected.  We have six guns mounted on our lines, which
we have supported by a musket shot-proof barvicade. We have so
vonstructed them as to include only about two-thirds of the town, the
families without vetiring within. .

I an nearly reinstated in the enjoyment of health. We are obliged
to increase our stock of provisions, ammuuition, &c. by cvery vessel
arriving in the road, provided she have them.

I have this day drawn on M. Beattie for 8272 10, and enclose
you, sir, herewith, the bill of Captain Daily. We very much necd
an increase of our numbers; men with no, or with small, families;
wore hard shot, provisions and clotliing, stoue and other masons.

We can now, with difficulty, muster thirty men fit for duty. These
are obliged to stand updn their arms night and day; but, with a sufli-
cient supply of good provisions and clothing, the habit will eventually
sct easy, and occasion no waste of constitutional vigor.

I shall eitdeavor to do iy own duty, and make the people do theirs.
Human weakness can reach no further.  The two additional guns at
Norfolk, twenty-five soldiers, and the fortifications spoken of in the
preceding letter, (which, from the abundance of stone on the very
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ground, can soun be crected,) in my opinion, would sccure to us a
‘peace as lasting and universal as could be desired; while the people.
of the agency could pursue the work for which they came to Africa,
~ and improvements in husbandry and the arts rapidly extend their
influcnge in this part of Africa. v
: . T have the honor, sir, to be,
. Your most obedient servant,
o J. ASHMUN,
~ Jcting JAgent for liberated Africans.
o ‘ . November 26th, (Evening.)

Sin: Qur. negotiation with our perfidious encmies secms to have
entirely failed ol its object. They are bent on our ruin. - We can ouly
resulve to stand, and wait assistances. The prescnce of one vessel of
war would deter them forever from attacking the settlement. L'en
additional laborers, with one or two well acquainted with stone-ma-
son work, united with what assistance we could give them. would, in -
four weeks time, complete a tower, battery, and wall, which, I beg
leave to repeat, woulil so entirely command the whole surrounding
country, as to ensure beve, as it has invariably donc elsewhere, per-

- petual peace, or something very nearly resembling it. We have only
had time to begin the labor; and, while our people all lic on their
arms nearly every nighty never can finishit. . Permit us, sir, in these
circumstances, to hope for the aid asked, without being disappointed.

To aggravate our other losses, we have had seven of our children
carried captive;- the oldest about twelve. ~ We hear from them daily;
they appear to be as well treated as savage tenderness knows how to

“express itself towards them. - According to a custom of the country,
it may be confidently expected the chiidren will be restored, of cousse,
ou the-scttlement of peace. ... . - S

Respectfully, your obedicnt servant,
’ o o - LA

Loss.on-the Americun side, in the engagement of the 11th,

Killed, 1 man, 1 woman; mortally injured, and since dead, 1 man;
désperately do. 1 woman and 1 man, by bursting his own musket;
ladly do, 2 men; slightly do. 1 woman; carried captive, 7 children.-
Whele number of sufferers, 15. S !

S o J. ASHMUN.

_ Hon. Svira TroMrso, ’ e
Scc’ry Navy of the Uniled Stales.
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Extract of a letler from J. Ashmun, Acting JAgent of the United Sigly-
Jor liberaled dfricans, to the Secretary of lhe Nuvy. daled

“ Americar. dgency, Cape Mesurado, December 7th, 1823,

~ #¢ In baste, I beg leave to inform you that, on Sunday -mornin;
fast, the 2d, we sustained, with the Joss of 1 killed and 2 badly
.. wounded, a second attack of the natives; their numbers are rated o
1,500.. S o
“'Fhe Africans sent liere by the gonvernment of the United States am
all still unhurt, with the exception of the onc wounded by the burst.
ing of his own piece. S Ce .

... Our whale fighting force, including 10 of the African youths, i
now 25.  We liave lost, in killed and wounded, in the actions of the
“11th November, and 2d.inst. 7 of our best men. We are at present
reinforced by 13 men, marines, under the command of a Midshipman,
Lelonging to his B, M. ship the Driver, provisioned for six weeks;
and whose detention here, for that time, will cause rio charge to tie
American government. A promising negotiation has been openel
by Captain Laing. Bt. Lt. Infantry., passenger in the -schoone
¢ Prince Regent,” from whom we obtained our men, and a moderats
addition to our ammunition. No bill of it has been presented. It
consists of - I ' ‘ : :

2 bbls. (100 Ibs. each) Cannon Powder.
.28 do 6 ib, Shot. C
1000 Musket Balls, and : S
1 keg of Musket Cartridges. -
- But Captain Laing’s exertious in negotiating a peace, and proba.
bly securing to us a truce, bhas laid tihe American government an
Society under the greatest obligations. They positively refusel
even to treat, freely, with an American; but promised, on penaltyof
" the severest visitation, to abide by whatever terms the English,
through Governor M*Carthy, shall prescribe. I had begun to treat
with-them often before, but, invariably,. they violated their promises,
and, finally, assured us they would die in the struggle, or destroyus;
and fully convinced me that all overtures for peace were fruitless,
till they had suffered another repulse. This they have suffered, and; -
in this situation, Captain Laing found them. Be assured, Sir, that
‘British mediation shall extend, in this business, to no improper
length, if I live, and have wisdom to judge correctly on the subject.
The calling in of their aid I believe to have been absolutely necesss.
ry to our existence here 20 days longer, and the promptness with
-which it came, evinced it to be the dictate of friendship, and sensi.
bility of feeling. ' ‘ L : .

I can, Sir, aflirm, with confidence, that at least 2000 slaves are
annually shipped from the: Bay made by the projection of Capes
Mount and Mesurado; an armed vessel stationed there, and 24 sol-
diers ashore, would divert the traflic at least to some other partef
the coast, and greatly reduce its cxtent.”
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 Extract of a letter from Liéut. Com. M. C. Perry lo the Becreiary of

- o ~ the Nuvy,dated -

US1TED S‘r‘x'rn‘s’ SCI0ONER SHARK, |
: .N”afjfalk,‘Decemb'er 12, 1822.

¢ On the 25th of July, off Havana, I fell in with the U. 8. frigate
Macedonian, Captain Biddle, from whom I received orders to pro-
ceed (so soon as I could make arrangements) to the Coast of Africa;
~being at that time entirely destitute of provisions, stores, &c. . I was
partly supplied by Captain Biddle; but these supplies came very far
short of the quantity required for so long a cruise, and it consequent-
- ly became necessary for us to stop at some port in the West Indics,
to complete the necessary requisitions. Therefore, after touching’
at Thompson’s Island, where we overhauled and cleaned the vess-t,
and despatched the piratical prize schooner Bandara D. Sangare to
the United States, we sailed on our cruise, putting into Nassan (N. P.)
for the requisite supplies, whence we departed on the 14tli of August,
and arrived upon the Coast of Africa on the 23d of the cnsuing
month. ~ After remaining on the coast until the 17th of October, I,
in obedience to orders, directed my course towards the West Indies,
and made Barbadoes in 15 days; there it became necessary to the
health and comfort of the crew, that we should stop, for refreshments
and provisions; these being procured, we sailed for the Mona Pas-
sage, thence to Jamaica, for convoy and water. From Jamaica we
passed round Cape Antonio, through the Gulfof Florida, to this port.”
“ At the period of our departure from Mesurado (the 8th of Octo-
ber) the settlers were occupied in the - improvement of their settle.-
-ment, clearing the land, erecting houses, and perfecting theiv forti-
fcations; and I am of opinion that the termination of the next dry
season, Will leave them in a state comparatively prosperous; they
apprehended no hostilities from the natives, and appcared much
_pleased with their situation.” R :
% During my stay upon the coast, I could not even hecr of an
‘American’ slaving vessel; and, I am fully impressed with the belief,
‘that there is not one at present afloat.” ' E o

e ]

Extract of a letter from J. Ashmun to Capt. Spence, dated.
L Cape Mesurado, March 31, 1823.
Sir: Owing to the extraordinmjy reverses to which the establish-
ment at this place, including an asylum for liberated captives, and a

tolony of free coloured people, from the United States. has been sub-
jected; and the circumstance of no vessel arviving from America _
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with supplies, during this trying period; we are reduced to the necy.
sity of applying to you for such reliet and supplics as our more yn.
gent wants require, and your situation may enable you to furnish,
The absence of asmall armed vessel from the roads of Mesurady,
certainty invited those aggressions of the native tribes, in conse
quence of whiche all our improvements have been nearly suspende
for several months, and the settlement surrounded with the horros
of asavage war. .

A slight insight into the policy of these tribes, will discover, thy
they never will venture to assail an establishment on shore, which
hias the support of even the most inconsiderable naval force. Yoy
foresight hias produced for us this important means of security, by
repairing, manning, and allotting to the protection of the establish
ment, the schooner Augustas her presence at Mesurado will likewis
have a most salutary influence in checking the sale and transporta
tion of slaves in the neighbourhood of the Cape. .

These inhuman practices, 1 regret to state, are to the preseat how
continued here, without restraint or disguise.  Permit me to sugget
the propriety of an application to our Government to have this ves
scl comnissioned, to anploy her foree against such American vessels
as may visit that part of the coust included between the capes Mount
and Mesurado. This service she might, in my opinion, render the
cause of humanity, without the least detriment to that to which she
is specifically appointed. , -

[ have already had the honoy to represent to our Government my
views, in relation not only te the utility, but the absolute necessity
of an cflicient and well constructed work of defence, both for ot
security against the insults and aggressions of the natives, and to
add respectabihity to the establishient, iu the estimation of foreign
ers.  Since those representations were communicated, we have une
happily been able to add the corroborative testimony of experienceto
theit truth and importance.  ‘The native tribes, lured on by the
hopes of getting possession ol our stores, and observing nothing for-
midable in our means of defence, have attempted, by the utmostes
ertion ol their power, our extermination; and a ship of war was
actually sent by the acting commander of a large naval force, on-
ployee on this coast, to erect a forcign flag in the midst of our settle:
ment, and transfer the jurisdiction of the Cape and neighboring
coast, and the allegimice ol our people, to his own Government! To
such insults and injurics the establishment 1nust always coosider
to be lable while destitute of the work in question. A just regardlo
the character of the nation imperiously demands, in my opinion, that
the ageney which it has seen it to establish on this coast, for the
most benevolent o purposes, should eujoy such a protection. Tan
happy. Sire to perceive that, on this subject, your views perfectlysc
cord with my own; and was preparved on your arrival to ask for3
part of the aid, which, in aneticipation of any request on my part, you
Sire so prowpty offerad from your ship, for the erection of a perme-
weitd aral peseerful fortification. The labor and expense which the
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entire completion of tlis work will require, must necessarily be con-
siderable—but its-utility will be still greater; and I have that confi-
dence in the wisdem and libeérality of vur Government, that I would
cheerfully share any pecuniary responsibility incurred in its erection,
although without the authority ol a specific order, ‘ o
Vitally connected with thegvelfare of the settlement, is the preser-
vation of the lives, and, as far as possible; the health, of the agents
of Government., Nothing will contribute. more essentially to thisde--
sirable end than a comtortable habitation: several valoable lives have
‘been unquestionably sacrificed for want of - this convenience, and, - in
alluding to this subject, the recollection of an irreparable personal loss, -
powerfully intrudes itsell’ upon my feelings.. The.accompanying cir-
cumstances were distressing: a feinale, of most delicate constitution,
lying under the influence of a mortal fever, in the corner of a miser-
able hut, (to ventilate which in a proper maunncr was impossible) on a
souch literally dripping with water, ‘which a roof of thatch was un-
able to exclude; recovery under such circumstances was impossible ;-
and the mortal struggle almost brought relief to the agouised feclings
-of surviving fricndship. - B o S
A due regard to the preservation of my own life, and that of my
_saecessors, determined me to erect a comfortable house for 'tlie resi-—
dencc of the agents; but, destitute both-of suitable materials aud of
good mechanics, I could hardly -have effected my purpose withont
the aid, in both these respects, which has been received from the
Cyane. Against the important advantages of having 2 commodious
housc crected at this time in the settlement, no judicious persen will
weigh the expenses incurred by the purchase of lumber, and the «ub- .
sistence and pay of the workmen. 'T'he house is nearly completed, in a
most airy  situation, and commands ono of the finest prospects in
‘Western Africa. o o o o
The propriety of soliciting the aid of workmen from on board the
shipunder your commaund, will, I hope, Sir, be obvious, when I in-
form you, that, of our small company of laborers, consisting only of
thirty individuals, seven of the very best were cither killed, or
entirely disabled, in oup counflicts with the ‘natives, and that, the
want of mechanical skill aside, the remainder arc, to the presenthour,
obliged to mount guard every secoud night..  Without help from tlie
ship, we must either have left these works unattempted or unfinished,
orhave accomplished them in a most rude and unappropriate style.
The other improvements, to which the industry oi"a number of your -
“crew has been divected, are scarcely less important; and all toge.
ther will aftuid “us “that security against external annoyance, and -
those “domestic accommodations, during a rainy scason of several
‘months continuance, ‘which we could not otherwise have hoped to.
enjoy, o .

ToR. T. See~ce, Esq. o L
Commanding U. §. Skip Crane, off Mesuradv.
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Extract of a letler from Capt..‘lt. T. Spence to J. Ashman,
o  T.S. Ship Cyane, Western Africa,
 Mesurado, 15t JApril, 1825,

~ Sir: -Your communication of the 51st ult. I have had the honorty
receive. Arriving on the coast of Africa after a long cruise in the
West Indies, with my crew enfecbled by the heat of that climate, my
own health in a precarious state, and that of some of my officers
equally so, I should have felt it my duty to return, after a short tarry,
immediately to the United States, had it not been for circumstances
the most unexpected. Inforined of your destitute situation, occa
-sioned by the disasters of a war brought on Ly difficulties growin
out of the nature of your scttlement; moved by a sympathy
commiseration which snffering ought always toexcite; wholly regard.
less of all personal sacrifice, I assumed a responsibility the emen
~gency doubtless will justify; and, in anticipation of your requisition,
provided such a supply of necessary subgistence as will enable youto
go through the approaching raius without fear of famine— thereby en
- suring, I trust, your final success. - T
The oflicers and crew of the Cyave have been engaged, day and
night, in repairing, and getting in. readiness for the service for which
‘she will hereafter be applied, the.sclivoner Augusta, found at Siersa
Leone, deserted, and ncarly destroyed, 1 shall leave her on the coast
“when 1 go hence, in a condition not less good than when first launch-
ed, with exception of her copper, which, however, will be sutlicient
for several years to come; she is placed in charge of a careful oficer,
well provided, and suitably avmed. [ prowise myself that much good
will result from her continued presence, and trust that your own ex-
-pectations will be fully realized, from her remaining in the vicinityof
the Cape. = T o o ‘
It gives me great pleasure to contribute to your personal comfort;
not so much to your comisrt in accemmadation, as to rescuing you
from a hovel, which a continuance in would almost forbid a hope of
your recovery: and which, from the Surgeon’s report, - I am induced -
1o believe would ensure your death during the ensuing rainy season. -
The tower I have commenced, I trust will prove to you a ¢ towerof
strength;” the impression it is calculated to make, the security it
canuot fail to afford, will produce a two-fold operation; and beof
nfinite importance in many respects, all of which are too obvious .
Fequire exposition, . ' : : :
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o _ . MoxRrovis, June 18, 1823, -
Sm: We arrived at Mentserado on the 24th May, after a passage
of thirty-two days from Cape-Henry. I find the Colonists have all
been employed by Captain Spence, since his arvival here, on a fortifi-
cation, which was not completed when I arrived.. A few days after
I arrived, about one-sixth part of wall tumbled to its base, and the
rest has given way in every direction. - I believe it will be less work-
" to build a new one, than to repair the old. .Previous to the attack
of the natives, our people had got gardens enclosed, and vegetables
“flourishing fincly;and, had it not been for this event, and they could
“have had a small part of their labor te ‘bestow on their lots, they
would have been amply prepared to have maintained themselves; but,
when the enemy came upon them, they were obliged to take up their
garden fences to make a palisade of defence.”Their gardens were all
destroyed, and not so much as a hill of beans is growing in the colony.
'The rainy season has now fully commenced, and very little labor can
be done until the next dry season, which will be in November. .
This will make it necessary to-continue the laborers at the public
expense langer than I had contemplated in iy forer report, as'I had
expected a much more favorable state of affairs heve. '
One of the captured Africans was killed in the battle, and there is
much jealousy of the natives against them, for fear of retaliation for
“their being sold. 1 would therefure respectfully recommiend to Gov-
ernment, not to send out any more captured Africans, until iie requi-
. site buildings can_be erected, and aregular establishment made for
them. . Should it please God to restove my health and preserve my
life, this will be accomplished in the dry season, and a regular sys-
tem of management entered upon, when any number likely to be in
the possession of Government could be managed. But, should I be
called away by death, it would -be highly dangerous, {rom the spirit
-which these have manifested, to multiply their number, without more
efficient government bring held over them than has been, .
- If it should please God to sparc my life, I will endeavor to have
the building erected early in the next season. ’ - ‘
A fatality has attended every procecding on this affair; but, if T
five, and am supported so 1 can stay here, I hope soon to -alter
matters, and set them on a better footing; but, should any of the com-
mon casualties happen the trading company formed inx Baltimoye,
that they shounld fail 1o comply with their contract, and 1 find. my-
sclf neglected by both Government aud Society, out of provisions,
clothing, &c. I shalil feave the place, and the cause, in despair.
The U. S. schooner Augusta has undergone a partial repair, but
go slightly that she was thought to be hardly seaworthy; but Mr.
"Dashiell, who was left in command of her, has ventured in her to
Sierra Leone, to get some further repairs, to enable him to ride out
the rains.. He was in a very bad state of health. This system of .
repairing, out here, is very expensive, and .is so partially done, and
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poorly commanded and manned, as to be of no service to the colony,
1 beg leave to press, with the utmost urgency, as a security to the
captured Africans, and the success of - this cause, that Goverument
keep here a vesscl prudently commanded and well manned.
. There is but onc man who came out with me, but what is duwn
with the fever. I was tiken a week ago, and have not¥ been ableto -
see them since; but they are all doing well.. We have five deaths,
most of them from foolish obstinacy. I hope the worst is over with-.
me. I have got so I can sit up a few minutes at-a time, in which
way this letter is written. ' '
: I have. the honor to be,
" - “Your most obedient, o
: : o E. AYRES.
The Hon. Smrru THoMmesox, _ '

© Seeretary Nuvy U, S,

meatfne

L.

Fatract of a.letterr from Captain Robert I.-Spence to the :S‘ecfciary of
R " the Navy, daled o _ :

_ UNITED STATES' SHIP €YANE,
Quarantine Ground, New-York, Junc 27, 1823,

¢ After an absence of twelve months from the United States, in the
West Indies and on- the coast of Afpica, I have the honor to an-
nounce my arrival at this anchorage; last from a cruisc among the
Windward Islands, _ : : o

Up to the 24th of March, on which day my latest communications
were addressed to you from Sierra Leone, you have been made ac-
ruainted with my official procecdings. - Under that date, I informed
‘you of the precarious situation of the colony at Cape Mesurado, and
of my intention to fake prompt.and efiectual steps for its rescue and
preservation.  T'he schooner Augusta having been speedily equipped
and made.ready for sca by the activity of my oflicers, and such supply
of necessary articles as would relieve the immediate wants of the
colonists taken on board, together with about forty Kron men,
(whose labor had been secured, free of any cxpense to the United
States,) I proceeded without a moment’s delay to the settlement,
cxamining with duc care the intermediate coast. , :

.On my anchoring, after a short passage, at Cape Mesurado, I
reccived from Mr. Ashmun, the resident agent, letter marked A,
‘which, with other communications, hercto appended, disclose the indi-

* The word natis left aut in the origina], and inserted here, as it is apparent it
sheuld have been in the original. : )
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gent and distressed condition of the colony, and forcibly show that my
arrival was not only mest opportune, and my anticipation of their
wants providerit, but, in every respect, essential to their future safety
and preservatian. The presence of the ship at this critical juncture,
appeared indeed providential: for, witheut the succour it was my
good fortune to- afford, every thing might have been appreliended.
‘A renewal of war was in agitation among the hostile princes; and,
from ait we could learn, and observe, the conclusion was unavoidable,
that the entire extermination of the colonists must have been the con-
sequence.  The head men were_ in the highest degree exasperaged.
appearing in no manuer inclined to be appeased; declaring that they -
had never entertained a design of selling the Cape; that they had been
oscrreached; that they never possessed a full understanding of the
agzeement, (or “book,”) and, finally, that they never hiad sold, and
never would consent to give up, Cape Mesurado, the abode of one of
their ideal beings, of superstilious vencration! . ‘ _

Having made such provision for the maintenance of the ¢ agency,”
during the approaching inclement season of the ¢ rains,” (nearly at
‘at hand,) and by a friendly intercourse and other means mollified,
as far as practicable. thie excited temper of the neighboring chicfs; -
having afforded all the aid to the establishment, which, under other"

" circumstances, might have been deemed suilicient; my own health
much impaired, my purser’s wholly gone, and that of my officers by -
‘1o means vigorous; having also plaeed a suitable vessel in the imme-
diate vicinity of the colony, a cautionary measure, which should not
be relinquished; I should have felt justified, considering the sickly
season'was about to set in, (particularly as the stores and supplies of
the ship, from extraordinary calls, had become inadequate for a full
expenditure for any length of time,) in leaving the coast for the
United States: but, sir, I could not persuade myself to adopt this
course, while much remained to be done for the security of a settle-
ment, the object of which appears to be fraught with such beneits to
our common country; especially as your instructious enjoined on me
to do every thing for the agent and colonists which they might
require;. and it being the object of an officer to acquire the Govern-
ment’s, rather than his own, approbation; to which end, I was
ready to encounter any hardship, and to make any sacrifice.

The cause alleged, on the part of the chiefs, for making war on -
the peaceable settlers at Mesurado, is merged in the statement pre-
viously given: namely, their never having had any intention to sell -

- the Cape, the spot consecrated to one of their deities, or beings of
superstitious idolatry; that collusion had been practised in the pur-
chase; that it was not a fair and fully explained contract, as they
were ignorant of the paper they had signed; with others, equally ab-
surd and fallacious, founded neither in reasonor truth. Such, how-
ever, were the causes set forth by them, in the various interviews had
with the officers of this ship, during our stay, for their inexcusable
and unprovoked enmity. - But other latent inducements existed, far
more operative, which doubticss formed the true, and only cause of
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hostilities, committed by them on an unoffending peopie.  1'he mos;
prominent of these may be discovered in the embavrassments throwy
in the way of the slave traflic, by a contiguous active check, restrain.
ing, by its presence, a trade they never can willingly forego; as,
alsn, in the hope they ecotertained of being able to obtain, withoyt
risk or loss, the spoil and plunder of a successful war: for they had
been led to believe, by emissaries sent amang them by slave factors,
that there would be much booty of stores, gouds, &¢.  In these allur.
ing hapes and prospects, at all times cogent with beings of their
propensities and uncivilized habits, may be seen the leading mo.
tives for attacking the establishment at Cape Mesurado,

Secing these to have been their incitements; apprehending their
present inaction was merely a truce for move vigovous preparation;
finding that the chieftains were far from being inclined to abandon
either their claims, or intentions, hut waited only for a season better
suited to further both; convineed, also, that the defenceless condition
of the colony invitad aggression; determined, in despite of the plau
sible oljections my own mind furnished to a longer continuance o
the coast, to exert mysclf, during the short period T was permitted to
remain, with a view of placing the settlement in the best possible
state of defence.  "This wish became strengthened by information re.
ceived from Dr. Dix, (whose (viendly and social interviews with the
Princes, enabled himn to obtain much useful matter,! that another at
tempt on the colony was positively meiitated, when the season in
imical to the health of its defenders should set ing that they wero san-
guine in the hopes of then accomplishing their object, by the combined
operation of war, sickness, and famine. My determination, on this
point, received also additional strength, (rom a perspective of the
fatal consequences which would inevitably vesult from renewed in
cursions on the part of these barbarians; while the means of security
were inadequate to inspire confidence on the side of the assailed, or
apprehiension on the part of the assailants, expulsion was certain, The
entire extermination of a remnant of colonists, who, confidingin
promises made them previously to embarking, had consented to leave
the happiest country in the world, to sojourn in the land of their fore-
fathers, was not only possible, but too probable; added to which, the
loss of a footing, happily acquired, in a situation second to none on
the whole lino of coast, after leaving Sierra Leone, and the conse-
quent extinction of all future prospect of ever being again able toef
fect an establishment at a place so eligible, on terms so advantageous
to the Society, and creditable to those who negotiated the purchase.
A Martella Tower 1 conceived well suited to effeet the object in view:
a fortress of this character was desirable on mauy accounts, nay, sp-
peared indispensable, not only to the end of affording protection, and
giving secuvity in the hour of invasion, but as being also the best
calculated to produce a change of policy on the part of the natives,
and well suited to make such an impression, as would deter them from
a renewal of ageression, and thereby prevent the calamitous conses
quences justly to be apprehendod; at all eveuts, the consequences of
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harassing and vexatious predations. Again, I considered it expea
dient to make also a proper impression on the minds of foreigners,
jealous of an establishment, whose coutinuance and prosperity threat-
‘ens.an annihilation of the Slave trade. in that particular section of
country lying adjacent to the river Mesurado: this, with me, was a
consideration not without its influence. - 'The foundatien of  the for-
tress being commenced, with the assistance of the Kroo-men, its pro-
‘gress was rapid; alacrity gave animation and activity, and promised
a speedy completion of a’competent defence. In fifteen days, a cire.
cular massive work of stone, measuring 112 feet in circumference,
eight feet in thickness, and ten feet in elevation. was seen to tower
above the surrounding heights, commanding the site for the town,
and a wide range of the circumjacent country; capable of intercept-
ing, by it position, -any movement, made either within or without
_the bar of Mesurado river. - In my expectations I was not disap-
pointed. During the time this work was progressing, 1 had frequent
opportunities of discovering its effect in neutralizing, in no smail de-
gree, the menacing designs of the natives. Every day brought me
additional proof of a change in their intentions, wrought by an ami-
cable and conciliatory conduct, conjoined with prepsrations for de-
fence—formidable to any eye, but with-them, to all appearance im-
practicable. ‘1 was happy in perceiving this revelution in their sen-
timents, this change in their designs: as a friendly understanding with
the powerful chicfs of the ueighboring villages, is the true policy to -
bé abserved on the partof the emigrants at Mesurado.  While this
fortress was advancing, other operations, calculated in an eminent
manner to improve the settlement, were also undertaken and cavried.
through: indeed, nothing was left undone which I had the power
to do; conceiving that both the spirit and letter of your instructions
required the periormance of every thing which a-limited means ren-
dered practicable, tending in-any way to eusure the success of an es-
tablishment instituted fur colonizing the free men of color of the Unit-
ed States, and [or the reception of captured cmancipated slaves: objects
commanding the approbation of every huimane heart, and the bene-
dictions of thousands, who areto be benefitted by their accemplishe
ment. While I'witnessed with satisfaction these laudable undertakings -
drawing to a completion, I felt.no small inipatience toleave the coast
before the conunencement of the *‘rains”~—Ifrequent tornadoes, warn-
ing me of their approach, leaving impressions on my mind by no
meaus tending to reconcile me to a stay of many days. The health
of my crew was, at this time, comparatively good, considering the
‘length of time we had experienced the debilitating effect of tropical
heat, and 1 felt no small anxiety to preserve them in this state, for
the service they were yet to encounter in the West Indies—a hope
fondly indulged, but in which I was cruelly disappointed. ‘
Our laburs were nearly at a close, when my - Surgeon was sud-
Adenly taken down, and ow the sixth day was no more! The sick
list received several namesin the course of a few days; cases at first
apparently slight, speedily assumed the symptoms of the coast fever!
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The appearance of this disease determined me, especially as the cag.
tle was finished, to delay no time in removing from the coast. Jy
pursuance of this resolution, the crew were l(n thwith embarked, and
the ship immediately put to sea,  This measure, carried into effest
with promptitude, encouraged a hope that there would be an end to
a malady understood to be peculiar to the Afvican coast, generated by
the miasma and poisonous exhalations from vegetable decomposition
and a deleterious atmosphere, thrown {rom \V.tt(‘l" which, after the
annual deluge has subsided, become stagnant and pestilential,

Such was my expectation, from so salutary a change; this expecta-
tion doubtless would have been realized, had the winds been sull.
ciently fresh and favorable to have enabled us to reach, in a shont
time, a higher latitude. It was not, however, our good fortune to
be thus propitiated—but the reverse was our lot—fogs, calms, with
an alternation of rains und intense suns, rendered our situation truly
deplorable, and rapidly increased our sick listy, so that, on the 25th
of April, seven days after putting the ship to sea, the sick report
contained the names of sixty of my oflicers and crew, and was for
some time diminished only by death—not in fact diminished, for death
but made room for others, brought down with similar symptoms, and
threatened with a similar fate.  The extreme humidity of the atmos.
phere, and the confined state of the ship, in consequence of torrents
of rain, had changed, in a great degree, the character of this distem.
per, giving it all the fi mucq of l’lw typhus. ‘The symptoms were not
altogether exclusively those attendant on this fever; they assumed a
(.nmpuuud and multifarious appearance, not always (‘qudlly violent,
but in most cages equally fatal.  In many instances, a general
suffusion took place, the body exhibiting a deep yellow tinge, together
with a highly discolored tongue—delivium, wadness, instant pros.
tration ol strength, with com ulsive conior tions, carrying the victim
off suddenly. 1In other cases, the symptoms were wholly different,
vitul decay producing aslow aud destructive debility, resulting in ex-
tinction of life.”

e
M.
From Dr. Ayres to the Secretary of the Navy.

Monrovia, AFRICA,
July 18, 1823.

Sir: A few days after landing in Africa, all the new eomers were
taken ill; there has but one escaped the sickness; we have lost eight
of our number. The colonists who were out before, have been very
healthy; there has not heen a case of fever among them since I have
been out. We are now all on the mend, but attended with a great de-
gree of debility.
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The captured Africans have been constantly employed in the de-
fence of the colony, during the late war with the natives; und, since
that time, the urgency ol the affuirs of’ the colony have been such that
they have been constantly employed in prepariug a delence for the
lace, which has deprived them of the opportunity of acquiring that
information of agriculture and the mechanical arts which would ben-
efit them in acquiving a livelihood in civilized lile, according to the
pumane intentions of the President, expressed in his messag e to Con-
gress, aud approved by ther, ]

Owing to this circumstance. I thought it my bounden duty to re-
tain them a year longer, at the charge of the United States, to ac-
complish this purpose. I have placed them under the care of the
Rev. Lot Carey, a colored man. A part of cach day they are to at-
tend, and the remainder of their time to labor, under the immediate
cave of Mr. Carey, in clearing and cultivating the land, whereby they
will acquire a knowledge that will benefit them through life.  "Llicie
labor is always to be under my immediate divection.

[ have not been able to settle the accounts of Mr. Macauley yet.
The Augusta left here, a few days alter my arrival, for the North,
and has not returned, and probably will not, until after the rains—so
that Lam without the possibility of communication with Sierra Leoue,
and unable to accomplish it.

The goods veceived in the Colony from the Trading Company of
Baltimnore, will enable me to dispense with the necessity of drawing
bills on London for nccessaries, but can draw directly on the Go-
vernment.

I have the honor to be,
Your most obedient humble servant,

E. AYRES,

“The Hon. SyrTa ThHoMpsox,
Seeretary U, S, Nucy.

a4
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Capies of Correspondence of Commodore David Porter, and Oﬁcersoj
the Squadron under s command, in velation to the suppression of
Piracy. )

D . assutiand
Commodore Porter to the Sccretary of the Nuvy.

U. S. Sinir PeAcock,
St. Thomas, March 3, 1825,

Sir: I have the honor to iuform you, that I this morning arrive
at this place, with all the squadron under my command, except th
Grey Hound, which vessel separated in a gale.

I have despatched Lieutenant Commandant Perry, with the Shay
and three simall schooners, to scour the south side ot Porto Rico, and
ghall gail to-morrow with the rest of the squadron for St. John,
where I have been informed several privateers have been fitted o,
which have doue considerable injury to our commerce,

I am also informed, that there is a large British naval forcein
those seas, a squadron of which, apparently on the look-out, |
fell in with this morning.

I have the honor to be,
With great respect,
Your obedient servant,
D. PORTER.
Honorable S. Tromrsow,
Secretary of the Navy.

D s

Commodore Porter tu the Governor of Paro Rico.

U. S. Surr Peacock,
March 4¢h, 1828.

Your ExcerLrency: I have the honor to inform you, that, in pur-
suance of orders from my Government, 1 have taken command of
all the United States’ naval forces in these seas, for the protection
of the comincrce of the United States against all unlawful interrup-
tions; to guard the rights, both of preperty and person, of our citi-
zens, whenever it shall become necessary; and for the suppression
of piracy and the slave trade.

As great complaints have been made of the interruption and injury
to our commerce by privatoers, fitted out {rom Spanish ports, 1 must
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yeg your Excellency to furnish me a descriptive list of vessels, le-
ally commissioned to cruise from Porto Rico, with a set of the
plank forms of these papers, that I may know how and when to

respect them, if I should meet with any of them. ‘ :

1 must also beg your Excellency to inform me, how far they have .
been instructed to interrupt our trade with Mexico and the Colom-
bian Republic, and whatever instructions .or authorities they may
bave, affecting our commerce generally. =~ :

As the suppression of piracy, the principal motive for my visit.to
these seas, is an object that cuncerns all nations, (all being parties
against them, and may be considered  allies,) I confidently look to
all for co-operation, whenever it may be necessary, or, at least theip
favorable and friendly support; and to none, moure than to those
most exposed to their depredations. I therefore look with confidence
to your Excellency for the aid of such means as may be in your-

_power for their suppression; and, in the absence of means, I beg to
“assure your Excellency, that, whatever course ‘may be pursued by
_ me, to destroy these enemies of the human race, it will have no-other
aim; and I shall observe the utmost caution,. not to encroach on the
rights, or willingly offend the feclings of others, cither in substance
or in form, in all the measures which may be adopted to accomplish
the end in view, : ' o - ‘
It will afford me sincere pleasure, should I be so fortunate as to
fulfil the expectations of my Government, and at the sane time
preserve harmony and. a good understanding with thosz, with whom
1 may be so unfortunate as to come inte collision er discussion, in
relation thercto; indeed, it will add much to my happiness, if it can
be avoided altogether. IS ‘ K
- That such is my sincere wish, and that the objects set forth by
me, are the only ones which brought me to these scas, I beg leave
to assure’ your Excellency in the most positive and uneguivocal
terms. ‘ ' o »

With thé'highcst rvespect, I have the honor to be,
- Your Excellency’s very obed’t and humble serv’t,
' DAVID PORTER:

* His Excellency the Goverxog or PorTo Rico.
s effnam—. ‘ .
Commodore Porter to Captain John Porter.

U. S. Sure PeAcock,
March 4, 1825,

.S You will prdéeéd to the port of St. John’s, in the harbor of
Porto Rico, and deliver the accompanying letter tc the Governor,
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You will there wait, it necessary, fwo days, for the answer, -
prizing him of your intention so to dos and at the expiration of that
time, you will proceed to join me, ecither off the harbor, or at ),
port of Aguada, at the west end ol the island, where 1 shall waty
the syuadron,

I have the honor to be,
Yory vespectfully,
Your obedient servant,
D. PORTER,
To Captain Jon~ Porren,
U. 8. Schooner Greyhownd.

Caplain General of Porto Rico to Commodore Porler.
Office of the Captain General of Pucrto Rico,

Most ExceniLent Sin: I have this moment received the veryes.
timable letter of your Exeellency, dated the 4th of the present month,
in which your Excelleney has been pleased to communicate to me the
important commission, which has been entrusted to you by a Govern.
ment, that claims the respect of all the tervitories within its in-
flucuce.

I have the satistuction of forwarding to your FExcellency, a nomi-
nal report of the privateer vessels, which have been armed and des.
patched, for the purpose of cruising, by the competent authority in
this Island, ageceably to the request which your Excellency has
mide me in the letter of that date; and 1 am extremely sorry to find
mysell so situated, that I cannot comply with the wishes of your Ex-
cellency, in regard to my transmitting to you a set of blank forms,
for the purpose ot enabling your Kxeellency how and when to res-
pect thew commissions,  The diplomas which they receive come
from our court, already signed, by his most Catholic My esty and the
Minister to whow this oftice pertaius; leaving, in these cases, the na-
val authority here, limited only to the filling of the blank spaces in
them, with the name of the Captain and of the vessel. Thus situat-
edo it is impossible for me to accede to your circumspect views in
this particular object. But, nevertheless, if it should, on occasion,
appear reqaisite to your Kxceliency, the said diplomas or commis-
sions can be examined, together with a blank signature of the Cap-
tain of this Port, in ovder that a suflicient ground may be establish-
od fur comparimg this signature with those which may be presented,
keeping in view the prospectus of these with which the said priva-
teers are cruising.,

I am, likewise, asked by your Excellency for information, how
far my instructions arc exteuded, for interrupting the commeree of
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the United States with Mexico and the Republic of Colombias and,
for your gratification, it is my duty to declave, that T find mysclf suf-
ficiontly instructed to states that the blockade, which was established
ou all the coasts and ports of the provinces of Venezuela, has been
yaised.  Under these circumstances, I consider the commerce of the
Uuited States to be in free capacity for an intercourse with that of
tho places formerly blockaded; reserving, however, for lawful cap-
ture, the vessels ol any nation which shall be found conveying imple-
ments of war to the insurgents or people disposed to co-operate with
them in their military vesistance, b can give your Excellency no
certain information coneerning Mexico. but itis my opinion, that the
circnmstances and conditiou, are to be found the same as those of
Yenezuela,

The very important objects to which your commission into these
seas is divectedyand your good intention and views, afford me the
greatest satislaction, and basten me to manitest myself to your fix-
cellency. as at the instant I now dosin order to assure vou, that all
within the scope of my authority and facalty in this Island, as one of
the places most interested in the flosrishing of commerce, and the
revival, if pogsible, of good faith and due respect to the property of
the citizens.

Trusting that your Excellency may be able to fulfil the desives of
your Government in this important charge, and that they may be
ever more and more happy in their election:

I have the honor of being, with the greatest respect, your Excel-
lency's most attentive and sure servant, who kisses your hands.

Excellentissimo Senor.
MIGUEL DE LA TORRE.

Puerto Rico, 6th March, 1823.

Mot Excellent Sty Commander of the Squadron of the United States,
inthe offing of this Lort, D, DAvip PorTER,

Office of the Captain General of Porto Rico.

MosT EXCELLENT S1t: At noon, this day, justas I arvived from
the village of Caguus, where I reccived, at 8 o’clock this n}orning,
the official letter of the King’s Lieutenunt Commandant of this place,
advising me of the arrival of the squadron under the command of
your excellency, with a disposition to enter this port, 1 have been
inauspiciously informed of the misfortune occurring in the death of
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the cammander of o schomier of war helonging ta the squadeon,
whivho it cevnsy persisted i entering the porty, notwithstanding his
having heen warned by the thrt to desist from s lmd(-rtuking, by a
diselarze of twa connons, the fiest with a blank cartridge, and the
other at an elevation, with a ball. Bur the garrison, in seeing hig
abstinacy, fallowed, with an extranedinary vigor, the orders for hin-
dering the entrance of the sgquadron GH wy arvival, according to the
determination formed by the said Licutraant ot the place yesterday.
I wish to persuade the mnwd of yourexcellency into a ronsciousness of
the sopreow which thisevent, somourntul and uofortunate, has caused
wies so maedc the more padnful, masmock as it has happened o a place
in the desteict under my commanad, and onan wdividoal ander the op-
ders of your exeelleney o and o eitizen of the United States—ol & na-
tron, with whaon, o albacceptations, the Spantards of both hemispheres
are fonpd united,

So unexperted aomistortune, whicl, it seems, ouzht never to be
foared in friendly establistinents, appears to carry ontselfa charac-
ter of criminaity, wneh move and more agerieves iy feelings,

Bat the junetnre of the circumstances which have conspired to-

wards this fatality, according to the information veceived by me, is
such, thaty i your excelleney will be pleased to examine it with im-
partinlity, youwill perceive, that, if the facts are not suflicient to mi-
tigiute the regret, they ave, at least, enough to prove, that there has
bheen no intention of failing in regard to your excellency, nor of of-
fending any extizen of the United States, and much less their Govern-
tnent,
The Licutenant of the King, and commandant of the place, ground-
ed on various veasons, af which it is not inportant to trouble your
excellency with a citatinon, but of which, however, I will point out a
firw, befieved that he ought not to pernat the entering of the squad-
rou until my areival.  Oue of his motives arvose from his recollecting
that, doving the st year, an expedition was armed in the ports of
North Awerica, against this slaed, and placed under the command
of a uan named Decowdray Halstein, which expedition actnally went
into the port of Saint Bartholomew, under the American flag.  And,
amanyr his other reasons, were the following: ¥t has been reported
Beve, that another simifar expedition is this year in preparation; that
the schooners alluded to, on their entering, yesterday, would not.re-
ceive the pilots on hoard unless they practised with particular plans
of the harbor, and the lead in their hand, of which the captain of the
port made bis complaints that, when the oflicers came on shore, 2 ru-
mor was spread that they were saying Spain had ceded this Island,
and that of Cuba, to the Buglish, whicl relation they confirmed to the
Licutenant of the King, a5 he himself hay assured me; that their not
having presented to him the writing, nor any expression from your
excellency, e suapeeted he had found sonething alarming in these
rumors, and not sutlicient proofs that these were national vessels,
merely by the uniforms in which the oflicers were dressed.
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‘[hese are some of the reasons whirh he'hasinformed me he had in
view in not consenting to the entrance of the squadron until my arri-
val; and, in consequence of them; he despatched his orders to the
Castle of the Moro, not for the purposc ef committing hostilities, but
merely preventive orders. e sentan adjutant, at halfpast 6 o’clock
in the morning, accompauied by an interpreter, on board one of the
schooners under the command of your excellency, to entreat her com-
mander to be so good as to call on the Government, in order to agree
with them on the means and form of making known to your excellen-
cy this their determination. Unfortunately, the commander of the A-
merican vessel deferred, in the first place, his seeing the Licutenant of
the King until one o’clock in the afterioon; and, provoked by the adju-
tant to view it as an urgent case, and to consider duly the cause of his
being disturbed, and of which he was fully iuformed, this commander
promised the adjutant that he would go to the Government as soon he
could dress himsetf. By an unheard of fatality, he did not accom-
plish this promise until after his hearving the fiving of the cannons at
the Moro, which might have been avoided, had he ouly presented
himself for an interview with the commandant of the place.

The remissness of this officer, and the pertinacity of him who com-
manded the schooner, in his not suspending his entering, in spite of
the cannon that was fired without a shot, ana without waiting for a
pilot: bat, notwithstanding this, and the second discharge ofa gun, at
an elevation, to crowd sail, in order, at all events, to gain the port;—
these acts, most excellent sir, have been the means of depriving the
United States of a citizen, your excellency of an oflicer, of filling
Peurto Rico with mourning, and myself’ with inexpressible sorrow.
Ifeelitto be my duty to assure your excellency, that the orders is-
sued by the Ticutenant of the King. and commandant general of the
place, were by no means intended to  commit hostilities, or oflence
against the vessels; but as the firing was made at an elevation, cith-
er the tumbling of the sea, or perhaps some bad pointing, must have
been the cause why the fourth discharge should produce such a fatal
effect.

Immediately on my return to this place, T gave orders, that all the
vessels under the conmmmand of your excellency, of whatever deserip-
tion, may cnter freely into this harbor, asinto a port of friends,
where they will wmeet that reception which the law of nations assigng
to these who claim a title to civilization, and other privileges, secuge-
ed by the treaties of friendship existing between the two nations.  In
this act, I anticipate ftor myselt the satisfaction of being able to
munifest, personally, all the consideration which your person wmerits
from me, and my regret for so mournful aud disagrecable an event.

May God preserve your exceliency many years.
Excellentissimo Senor.
MIGUEL DE LA TORRE.
Puerto Rico, 6th March, 1825.
,

ot moct excellent Commander in Chief of the Anglo Jmerican Squadron.
ke affiing of Pucrts Lico, D, Davin Porten.
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Office of the Capluin General of Puerto Rico.
! ! ] !

MosT Exenniueyt S One of the flirst objects of wmy attention,
as soon as I was informed of the moaenful accident, concerning which
[ wrote fo your exeellency inmy letter of yesterday, was to acquaing
myselt with the actual condition of the wounded individaud, i ordee
that he shauld he Jocated whepre the duties ol feiendship might he ex-
ercised for his aceommodation and comfortsy but, being certified that
he had died, doving the transaction helore related, 1 eould do no uth-
erwise than give my orders, that his funerad shonld be conducted
with all the decorum and manifestation of vespeet dae to an honora.
ble ofticer of his character and station: and causing his corpse to be
attended to the grave, by a procession, composed of the principal
chieftains, authorvities, and other oflicers of this garvison. In this act,
I could wish that yvonr excellency might recognize an expression of
the lively soreow which has been exeited inme by this misfortune.

May God preserve your excellency many yoars.
Excellentissmo Senor.
MIGUEL DE LA TORRE.
Luerin Rico, Tth March, 1825,

To the mot eocellent Conmander in Chicf of the nzlo-dmerican Syuadron,
inthe affing of this porty Do Daviv Yowrin,

Commodore Porler to the Gocernor of Porte Rico.
9

U. 8. Surre Pescoes,
Aenada, Mareh 5, 1828,
Tohis Faeelleney the Governor of Porto Rico.

Yorr Kxconrexey: On the 5d oof this month, T despatched from
the squadeon under my command, the United States” schiooner Grey-
hound, commanded by Capti in Joln Porter, of the United States’
Navy, who was the heaver of a fetter from me to your [Kxcellency,
written in steict conformity with instructions which I had received
from my Government, propounding certain inquiries. to enable your
Excellency to put me in possession of such information, as would
place it in my power to fulfil the benevolent intentions of the gover-
ment of the United States, without infringing on the rights ot Spain
as a belligerant.

The commander of the Geeyhound was directed to vemain in St
Jobn's two days, for your xeellency®s answer, and then to join me
off the port, or at this place, where L proposed watering the squadron
under my command,

On the second day alter his arrival at St. Joha's, I directed the
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“commander of the United States’ svlmnner I< 0x to praceed tliere with
his vessel, to ascertain what time it was probable your reply would
be obtained, with orders to return immediately, and apprise the coms

manider of the United States® schouoner Be: lglc, another of my aquad-
ron, of iy intention to come to this place.

On the arvival of the Fox within gunishot of the castle, I was much
sulpns: o observe that six guns were fired at her; but, knowing of
no cause. to justify ‘such ag act of violence, 1 should have thought,
that, perhaps, I might have been mistaken, had not the commanders
of all three of thusc vessels failed to obey my instructions, which
-could not have happened, but. for some \mlcnt detention’ by the
autharitics at- 8t. Johw's, .
© Until I am better satistied of the f.u‘t, Im\w\ er, I sliall refrain from
_the expression of my sentiments on the subject, and shall, ot the:
'proscm. merely observe, that theiv-character could not have beenn
misunderstond: as my squadron, at the time of the departure of the
Fox. was Jaying in Tull view of the castle, with their eolors flying,
and a By itish squ.uhtm. nnder the command of Sir Thomas Cochirane,
which had several times communicated with me, and well knew. the
vessels, arvived there the duy previous to the last mentioned \Lssel,
and on the day previous to my arvrival off the port.

I know not whether my suspicions are correct, but I have, in the
“event of their beiug so. directed the senior oflicer to abandon the
“vessels, and leave the Isiand of Porto  Rico, as soon as possible,

leaving it to my countiy, to whom I shall make known the facts, to
-resent the outrage as it may thiuk pmpvr. and which it will, no
doult, du ]n-umpth and cllfectually.

Your isxcellency wust be aware, that itis always'in my power to
retaliate, and even iu this place; but it would be a poor return for-
(the. friendship. and hosptality I have veceived from'its inhabitants,
~and Ieannot reconcile it to mysell, that the mnucunt should be made
to suffer fur offences not their owa, ‘

With great respect, 1 have the honor to b(‘.
- Your Excellency®s most nb t humble servant,
: D. l’i)"'lJLR=

Commodore Porter {oilhe Captain General of Porto Rico.

U. S. Surp PEscock,
dguada, March 11, 1823,

. To his Excellency the Captain General of Porlo Rico.
loLR ExcerLexcy: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
-of your several lamr-a, of ‘the 6th and 7th of this mouth.
"That which is'in reply to the Ictter I had the honor to address you, -
an thc 4th, is pcr fectly satisfactory in all ity details, and the prompt-

2
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ness with which you have heen pleased to attend o it, as well as its
contemtg, witl, no doubty be highly gratifying to the government of
the United States.

I know not how to tonch on the melancholy subject of your other
Tetters, withont giving vent to some of those feelings which operate
at this moment on my wind, 1 shadl endeavor, however, to treat it
eoolty and dicpassionately, and hopes by a few facts, to convinee your
Excellency. that there was not the shadow of an excuse for inter-
dicting the entrance of my squadron into the harbor of St. Joln's,
That nuthing can justify the.ovderissued by vour second in command,
to fire upon ary of the vessels composing itz and that the art of firing,
was, 1o say the least of it an act of the most unpardonable cruelty
and barbarity. 1t is painful to e to see that your Fxcellency has
labored to justify the act, and to throw the blame on the commander
of one of the United States” vessels, then in port,

A statement i the Echo of the 8th, deawn by the same hand that
penned your fetter to me, is given to the publie, with the same object
m vRw,  Your Kxcellency may have reasoned yourself into a belief
of the correctuess of the inferences you have in both cases deawn from
information given you, or hoth may have heen considered as necessary
and proper to prevent excitenent 3 but Faust be exensed for saying
to your Fxcellency, that the charge is only an aggravation to the
ontrage which lad alrewdy been committed. Tt was not the duty of
that oflicer to move at the beek and call of the king’s lientenant, or
to leave the duty unexecuted, which I had sent him to perform, o
eotnmnunicate to me the hostile intentions of a subaltern, which, had
they been fully explaned to him, he never could have helieved he
would have dared to have carried into effects but they never wepe ex-
plained,and no such conversation taok place between the king’s tieute-
nant and the Ameriean oflicer, as is related by your Excellency.
Your foxeelfency has been misinformed on the subject; and had it
taken piace, and had i heen the duty of the American ollicer to have
communicated to me the intention, to prevent my coming into port,
it would have bees impreacticable for him to have exeeuted ity as the
sea raged with suech violence, at the times that no vessel or boat could
pos=thly ave Tl the harbor,

It is not mageonmous in your Exeellency, to resort to such
means to excuse the bad conduct of those under your command.

The oficer you would implicate, was the beaver of a despatel from
me th your Foxcelleney. apprising you of the benevolent imtentions
of wy Government in ficting out the squadron I have the honor to
commnd,

He bad been two days in your port, and was possessed of a copy
of my letter to yon, which had been seen by your second in cont-
e, at the movient of Lis presenting bimself 10 him, which was
on the day ol bis arcivaly gady i any dochis existed as to his cha-
racter, op the charvacter of the vessel under bis command, being in
the paser of the authorvities ol Porto Rieo, they could easily have
satisfied themselves. But he had been received and treated as an
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American officer; and it is only to endeavor te palliate, or excuse
the conduct of the offending individual, that vour Excellency has
sought for factse which would never have been brought into notice,
but lor the famentable circumstance which gave rise to these painful
remarks.

He informed your second, of the character of my squadrvon; a
British squadron was then l\m"' in the port, which knew me, and
there canuot be @ doubt had cunmlunlc.ltcd intelligence of my inten-
tions to visit Porte Rico.

The sloop of war on board which my pendant was flying, with
some small vessels of my squadron, were lying in full view of the
castle, with their coelors hms(ul the schooner which was fired into,
was standing directly into pmt, in open day; she could not have
escaped, after the first shot was tived, or have given up ler intention
of going into St. John's, had she been so (]l%])ﬂ&t‘d‘ or had she under-
stood what was inteaded by the firing.  But, let me ask your Kx-
cellency, who for an instant could have supposed, that a small
schooner, of scarcely forty tous buethen, mounting only three guns,
with a complement of twenty-five oflicers and men, would have occa-
sioned any alarm (o the city of St. John's, surrounded as it is by
fortresses, rendered as impregnable as nature and the art of man
can make them?  ¥Was it not more natural to helieve, that the firing
was intended to compel her approach?  And, even it the intention
was not complied with, ought not her fechle condition to have claim-
ed from those in your fortress some merey?  But, no! the vessel, af-
ter the death of her hamented commandery was compelled to anchor
between the forts, where a tremendons sea was ruuning, which jeo-
pardized the Jives of every one on hoard; to send the small boat on
shore, where the young midshipman who commanded her was in-
sulted, by having a heavy gun pointed at the boat, and threatencd
with destruction if he attempted to move from his position.  He was
then taken, like a criminal, and placed under guard.

These are fucts, your Excellency, and incoutrovertible ones.

Let me ask your Excellency what better proofs you have of the cha-
racter ol my squadron now, than were produced on the first day of
the avrival of the officer you wish to implicate?  What further ex-
amination has been made, that the authorities of Porto Rico ave better
satistied of our being Americans now, than they were betore? None.

I repeat it, that the character of my squadron was well known in
St. John’s., Even in this obscure place, 1 ound American newspapers:
containing all the details respecting it; and, at 8t. Thomas’s, I saw
persons direct from St. Johw’s, who informed me that its equipment
and object were well known there.  There has, in fact, been a degree
of publicity given to the expedition, and an interest felt in it, that
have been rarely equalled.  'T'he whole of the civilized world was in-
terested in its success, It is in vain, theu, to say, that we wore taken
for lawless invaders; and it is unjust to eudeavor to stain the cha-
racter of my country, by a charge of the frequency of hostile oxpedi-
tions against the Spanish possessions, or offer them as an excuse for
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the conduct £ the ffender. Daud wen cecape samefimes the vigilance
ol the most vigid antivsrttios, and no Government deseeves reproach
when it does its utmost to deteet and hring them to vunishiment.

Eind vour consts Tined with traops, since wy sevival bere, 1 ind
reinfercoments duily coming iug as b informed by your ovder, to
protect the inhabitants feom iy vesentment. 1 have found every
precaation taken to Keep me in profound ignovance of the Lanentable
ocenrrence, but these things were adl in vain, ¥ saw the insult offered
to the flagof my countey. 1 have satishied yowr military commanders
that theirforce isdespicable when compared to that at my disposal, and
I have convinced the inhabitants that, although they ave at wy merey,
they will not he wade answerable for the olfences of an individaal,

It is mot, then, becoming to the character of your Exeellency to
resort (o subiter fuge, inorder to divert the oditim ot the act frow one
ollicer, to attach hlame to another,

Powddl fus ther aske why a vigoue should be exercised towards ves-
sels hearing the Amevican flag, that was not extended o the British
aquadeon, or to the Freneh frigate which arvived subsequent to the
attack on Lieut. Com, Cocke 7 o the ore case there was only a small
schoonee o five atz in the other, there were vessels of foree!

Had he fallen in battles and by the hand ot o deelared enemy. we
should hiave been reconcited to his fate by the proud satisfaction that
be died v the performance of his duty (o his couiitry: but, to he thus
craelly torn from us. and by the hand of a dastard, whose aim was the
mave sure from a confidence in his own satety, and the defenceless
condition of his object, whits of o consolation.

Your Excellencysin conversation with the oflicer you wish to im-
plicate, adverted to the afluir of the Panchita as some palliation for
the offences and theve is too we b reason to apprebend, that the ofli-
cer who guve the ovder to prevent the entrance of my squadron, as
well as those who executed i, thought this a e opportunity to reta-
liate.  Otherwiseswhy heatshotin the furnaces to Costray my squad-
ron?  Why open twa battevies on the schooner, and why fice round
shot and langrage while the Linented sictim was hailing the ot
And why the vemark of the mie who pointed the gun, that the shot
was intended to avenge the Paachita?

Your Excellency will recallects thats in the case of the Panchita,
there was an equality of foree. Such an aceurenee would not hiave
taken place had there been ag great a divparity as in the present in-
stapce.  The cases are noty thesefores pavadicts and if the sotisfuc
tion of retaliction was souzht fors the offeaders have Failed in their
ghject: it is yet to be obtained,

I shall Jeave the istand toamoreow morning, with a beavy hearty
and shall, withoat delay, communicate to my Government the melans
choly vesult of my visit here, which was titended for the benetit of
the civilized world in general,

With the highest respect, T have the honor to be.
Yeue excellency s most obedient finmble servant,

D. PORTER.
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Commodore Porter 1o the Secretary of the Naty.

U. 8. Siie Pracoek.
Matanzas, 28th Slareh, 1823,

S1r: § have the honor to iuform you, that Larvived heve on the
A, after giving to the north coast of S Domingo and Cuba as
ihorough an examination as was practicables with the two schoeners, |

Sand the boats of this ship, with the greater part of her crew: while all
the keys off shores pointed out to me as the rendezyous ol pirates, were
exained ¥ the <hip.

The service bas heen very fatizning to those employed. for move
ihan o week pasts inepen boatse and n themost dangeraus and inted-
cate navigation in the wordd:s hut @ bas been peetormed cheerfully,
antd 1 wish I eonld say snecessfiily s hut we have oot in this long
routes been wble to deteet a <ingle pirdey althowgh one susnicicis
vested on many: wor can b oeanceive how we shall ever he able to de-
reet them: for they wre ene day tisheren, another dvaguers, waod eat.
terse salt gatherers, or pivadess as beat suits theun Eyvery Spanted
sarmed with o buifes and this weapon, according {o their mnde of
warfure, s cnough for them, W cre we fo appeciend vy ers suspicions
Spanird and vessels theiv cosiing teade would sonn he entirety
hrokew upe Sivee my arvival beees § hine hewsd of the mest hovrid
atrocities caimmitted by thern They now spare ne ones whole ships”
eress e indiseriminaie]ly buent with their vesselst and there has
been an intance cecently of the ourder of wcvew under the wall of
the Moro,

Fhave writfen fo the Captain General a letter simifae to the one §
wrole to the Captain General of Paerto Rico, calling on him for in-
fornation and co-aperarisn, and waait bis veplye which expret fu-
warrow o1 nest daye sk sheth ten procead to "Vluenp=ons land,
o ahe sernngenents e the nost energetic operationss 1 o«lidi
theve wmeet ol the fepee wideh 1 despatehed fram Agnadilin, with ihe
exeepticn of te Wk, R

Onmy aerival bevey ¥ ennd a Becl of Awertean vessels wilting for
camvoy, soie of which had hean veady for sea twenty daas wnd was
strpeised wud moriiticd to fad tad all ove vessels of war feed Heft dhis
cowsty and owr corinieree fiere entirely unpretected.

The only peoieetion T ean give them s the two suall vessele which
will convay them Beyond the weach of pivates. aud alter examining o
bay do windwawnl, vihieh has beentheir resort for some time, wili Join
the squadyen at the place of rendezvons.

The departure of {hose veasels of war stationed hers 6 ;
tection of owr commerce, and which T caleulated un fiading bere, hits
cansed me some embarrassiment: as it hecomes necessary to employ
part of the force which was intended Tor the pursoit and destroetion
of pirates, to give that protection to o teade which i has a vight to,
The reasons for their departure are unknown to me. and §must feasc
it to their commanders to make the necessary explansiions.  Five
piratical vessels have for some weeks been watching the fivet iy the

the pro-
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‘bay, which I shall cause to bu examined; and since our arrival, ay
you will find by the enclosed copy. of @ note hum W lnghh respecta.
ble source. they have dispersed and disarmed. 1 shall do all in my
power, \nth whattever force may be at my disposal, to give protection
to our connmeree, andeffeet the destruction of ihe piratess and protec.
tion shal be the primary object: but, to {ulfil the expectations that.
have been furmed, we shall want at least two or three of the la.lge '
_schooners, in addition to those we now have. :
1 was surprized to lewrns on my arrival herve, that cireulars had been
written by the Captain General to the governorsand cogimanders of
the different districts of the island, for buhlm'r the entrance of wy
lsqn.ulmn into any of its ports, or the landing of any part of wy forces
Cin pursait of pirates. Phe island appears n.t pl'c'»vnt in'a very agi.
tated state, and the Government appear to think that the United Stales
would consider it a very. desirable acquisition. T shall use every
means in my prwer to satisfy them that my ul}JCLTH are totally uncon-
nected \\lth any thing of o |mhtu al nature.
All vessels ardered under my command, 1 beg may he du'('(.ttd to
Feport to me at ‘Thompson's Ishnd.
the \\A' the hsnine to hey very respe l‘ttulh,
Your ul.t_du-nt servant,
: ; : D. PORTER.
“Hon. Ssyorern Tiovpsos,
bunhuj af the Navy, aslun rton cily.

P. 8. vagj writing the above, 1 liay ¢ heard of pirate’to lee \\.u'd
and have despatelied the two schooners and boats afier hee., 1 shall
Know the result of the expedition in the course of o few hours, aul
Chave good reasan to believe it wili prove suceesstul,

 —— e
Comumodure Porter to the Caplain. General of Cuba.

. - UL S, Suir PEycock,
off Matanzas, 26th March, 1 2 3 _'

Y ore ExennLeney: I have the honor to infor m you, that, in pllr-

stunee of orders fram my Government, I have taken command of
all the Upitedd States nival forces in these seas. for the ]nnf.('( tion of
the comneree of - the United States against all unlawtul interrup-
tionst fo guard the rights both of preperty and person of our citizens,
Whep ver it may become necessary s and for the supprcssmn oi piracy
aml e slhave trade,

As great u)mpldlmsh.u e lu «en made, of the interruption ‘and injury
to our cotmmerce, by privateers jitted out fronr Spanish povts, I must
beg our excellency lu i-n'uhh me 'ld(‘H( rl]mw list of vessels, legally
uu.:.uxsumul 10T he blank forms
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nfthpu' pa.pers. ﬂnt T may kno\\ how and v']wn to. rcqpcct them, xi‘ I
s!multl meet with any of* them.

T inust-also beg your excellency to mi‘m-m me, how. far ﬂaov ha\o
been instructed tointery upt ot trade with. Mexico and the Colombian .
‘Republie, and whatever instructions or authorities they may have, af-
ﬁr.mw our commerce g(‘l!('l"l”} _ ‘

As the suppression” of piracy, the principal motive of my visit
1o these seas, 1s an object that concerns ull nations, (all heing purties
against them, and may be considered allies.) T confidently ook te ail
for co-aperation,. whenever it may he necessarys or it least their fa-
vorable and {riendly support. and to none inore than ﬂmw most. expo-
sed to their depradations. I therefore look with confiGence to your
excellency, for the aid of such means as may be in your power for
theirsuppression: and. in the absence of means. ‘Theg leave toassure your
excellency. that, whatever course may he p’ursuc(l by me, to destroy
those enemies of the human race. it will have no other aim: and I
Jall observe the utmost caution not. to encroach on the vights, or wil-
lingly to offend the feelings, of others, ¢ither in substance or tm'm, in
“all “he measures which may be adopted toaccomplish the end in view.

it wili afford me sincere pleasure, should ‘T be so fortunate o te
fulfil the expectations of my Governuent, and at the same time pre-
serve harmony and a good understanding with those with whom I
may be so unfortunate as to come in collision or discussion in rela-
tion theveto, Indeed it will add much to my happiness, il it can-be

: nmclvd 'llingotlwr

That suchis my sincere wish, and that {the objects set forth bv me are
_the only anes which bave hroaght me {o these seas, I beg leave to as-
_supe your excelleney in the most positive and uneqguivocal terms.

With the highest. 1'ospcr1 I have the honor to be,
Your exee "l ney’s very obedient and humble wrva.nt,
' : D. PORTER,
- Commanding U. 8. Naval forces in the Ifcst Indws
~and Gulf of Mexico,

i His E.Lcclleucz' 1he Caplain General of Cuba.

;'_'rn.\.\jsx,.u‘m.\‘.]
HAB ANAY .March 29, 1823,

I feel much satisfaction in your arvival into these seas, with the
rommission, explained to me in your official letter-of the 26th of the
present month, which Iam nOW answ ﬂma. and. 1 ofler you at once a
hearty welcome,

lou ave pleased to manifest, that 1lere have hcen "‘l(‘,.lt compLunts
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“on account of the mischiet committed on your commerce, by corsaig
fitted ont in e szvunixh ports,and wish me to t’urnish. you with ade
scription. list of the vessels Taw fully anlhm'lzc(-l at the lslz.md ul: Cubg,
Jor cruaising: also, ased ol blank forme (;(‘1In(-|x- papers, in order th -
vou may know how and when to vespect them, i you weie to fallin
with any. of them. ' o - :

Lo snswer. Fannst state. thats as this husiness pertains exclusively
to the General Marine Command. at s stations you will be pleasg
to adiress this Pepartment for these ohjects of your requisition.
i< Govermnent, Commodore, [Seiine Comordoro] anxiously de
e, und loses none of the means in their disposals o prosecute thes
enemics of the huran race, esen toannihilation: and you can be wl
mesired. thateon all oceasions, it isoand will be, ready to lend every
aird that i< .campatible withthe territorial vights and privileges, totly
nations co-operating for the ,l,'\"u'r;ui_mui()n ol these frechooters,

Beign toaceept the-considerations of iy vespeet and friendship,

Gt preserve you NNy YCRrS, o e
‘ CSEDASTIAN KINDERLAN,

Seiior Ion DL Ponri. . »
Commander of the N va_l-lf’urces of the U. S. in this sen.

Exlract ;gf u letler Srom Commadore Porler to the KSecretary of e
_ _ Navy, dated . :

U. S. STEam Ganvtor Sey Gurr, »
" Matanzas, April 16, 1823,

Sin: For the Jast two weeks, our movements and occupations have
Been no various, tiit, foenter into a full detail, would swell too much
his comuitdcation: 1o be breief, therefore. 1shall merely state-that,
within that time, voe have built owr store honses on ‘Thompson's Is-
Fand, Faadeid 2l one stores, collected together all the schooners of the
saadion. and statiosed them at different points on the coast of Cubai
sitied out adl the barges whici-were also on the coast, and captured’
“ane plrates o pilot boat schooner, formerly the Pilot of Nortolk, arm-
v w it one Joig twelve pounder, and commanded by Domingo, the
aernriads head of this horde of” desperadoes, who formerly command-
ed the Suragariana—the vessel, in the attempt 1o capture which, the
vt Aller fell—=Bomingo, and two of his créw, only escaping to

the <Rove with theiv fives, and one was tuken.
Prow Pitur bt been inpossession of the pirates eight days: T bad
keard of ber eapture onmy first touching in at Matanzas with e
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Peacock, and left the two schooners the Wild Cat and Beagle, to
faok out for her and the Saragariana to windward, while the Peacock
shaped her course toward Havana: but. not finding her, 1 hastened to
Thowpson's Island, and two o’ the barges being got veady, and man-
ned from her fine crew, Ddespatehed Capt. Cassin with them and two
of the schooners, wlhich soon arrived, to examiue from Iavana down
w Cape Antonio. and thence to Teinidad, on the south side of the
Wande A piracy having recently heen committed near the latter place,
Captatin Cassin left Thompson®s Istand on the morning of the ~—, and
pest morning veecived information that the Pilot had been seen off
tie Moros hey consequently, seat Lieut, Steibling to windward, along
Sure, with the havgeso while he kept aclook-aut for her near Havaoma:
s the same dayy the Wild CaCand Beagle (el in with hier to Teeward
of Matanzas, chased her within gun-shot the greater part of the day,
giving and receiving from the Pifot a smart fives but nighe coming
o she eluded them by getting elose wnder the Tand Lauding down
alsailoand gevting off with her sweeps. b abont un Bhour after
this, Liceute Sivibling rau along side of her with his two howds, aue
comenuted by hiveselts the othier by Midehipman Kelly acting as
Livut, of the Fox, and tosk possession of evcafier o five of tew wine
uiesc in which thanes adl the crews exeept the Captain and three othess,
o of whom is takens were Killed—the pirve having time to dire his
long gun only onees and what adds 1o the satisfaesion Teel in giving
tese particularse which T ohave obtained from Licut. Skinner, who
fell i with Licent. Stethling and his prize wext morning, is. that no
o was even wonnded on bonrd onr hoats, so sadden and effvctund
was the attacks which does great eredit to Licuts Steibling, and all
thase concerned with him o this gadbat ot

Phave with el heves the Sea faail thiee baegess amd one of the
hoats helonging to the Peacock.s besides the vessels fatended fine cone-
wy, The barges 1 have placed under the command of Lieut, Cassin,
of the Peacochy which ship as well the Becoy, { hase bhecn compel-
ledto Jay up. i order to obtain men to man the buarges, not having
b 2 sinigle vessel on the station on my arvisal.

Pshall despatel Lient. Cassin do windswaed, so scon as the weather
will permit, where | have strong expreration, from infirmation re-
ceived, of breaking up a nest of these vagabonds. Two seliooners,
mder Licut, Come Kearney, ave stationed off Havana, 1o give con-
0¥y twoare now refiiting to velieve some of the others. and we ave
s in full operation. . But it is greatly to be vegretted that I should
bive been compelled to eploy for convoy those small scheoners, which
sere intendesl solely for the purpose of hunting the pirates out of
their hiding hotess but. notwithstanding I have not. including the
aew of the Peacock, the nnmber of men reguirved to man one ol our
frge frigates. 1 hope to effect the object for which 1 was sent heve,
ad. fie a time, give protection to ome commerce by comoy.  Yet the
duty s severe, and more than men can fong bear: sone respite will he
eeessary.  But it would be nnjust inome i Tdid not say. that every
flicer and man under my connmand enter with the utmost alacrity and

Q6



L] 152

zeal into the severe duties which this novel service mmpeses on thew,
and, although most of them have scaveely put their feet on shore from
their cramped vessels sinee they Teft the United  Statess although
they have suffered all that men could suffer in crossing the Gujf
Stream, in heavy gales, in open boatss stilly, not a murmur has beey
Bieard from any one. Some, from sickness, and finding themselvesup.
equal to the fatigue, have asked leave to returns and 1 have indulged
thems bat, in generaly the squadron enjoys uncommon health, and
there is esery prospeet of its continuance.

Domingo, the captiin of the Pilotc was in this place yesterday, the
day of my avvival, and has since disappeared. He acknowledges the
death of all his cves, exeept thoge hetore mentioned.

The Pilot is o rennehable sailer, was a constant trader to Havan,
Domingo had loug set his heart on having her, and, tmmediately o
capluring her. ared ad ook the command of heve 1 hope soot
give you some tuether aceount of him and the Saeagarviana, They
was one act of politeness in this singalare chavacters which T oeam
omit mentioning.  Phere were o ege nonnber of Tetters for mysel;
and the officers of the squadran, on hoard the Pilor when she wa
taken, together with many for merchants in Cubae Pamingo pos
sessed himselt” of all the mevcantde fettevs el delivered to the e
tain of the Pilot all those for ok, desiving him to send them 1o ws i
e did not wish to depeive s of the opportanicy of hiearing from e
friends He said e daed o il-will against uss we were but doing o
duty.

The Peacock, sive is too fine a ship to Keepin e state of idlenesy
antt withont Ler crew, Eshonbd not e been able 1o man the barges,
by e the most elicient foree we have,

B the preseat state of the establishment at the Istand, it will beis
vain to lonk for those comforts which the fatigues ol the Kind of life
we nnw lead nahe more necessary (o us than they would be at other
times, withont the comvenienees which a ship affoedsc 1 do not make
this remark <o much onmy own account as on acconnt ot others, T
aceommodations of the Peacock are smalle We have heen a greatin-
couvenience to e officerss and it has heen the soucce of great pain
10 me 0 witness how much mysclfy and those who necessarily accon-
panicd me, have been to Captain Cassin and his oflicers, who lave
niude every sacrifice of their own comdort for our acconnmodation.

It would be extremely safisfuctory to me. and. T am persnaded,
waoult be highly advantageous to the public interest, if T could hase
a ship and crew for the accommodation of myselt and those vith me
The Erie wonld suit me extremely well if she had a paop on her.
want no farger or better ship, and [heg T may not be refused, for af
present. Tam completely on the parish, not living as 1 eould wish, b
as I ean.  This is the only request T have made since L embarked in
this enterprive. in which Fam individually concerned: and it would
not have been made, were T not satisfied that the public interests waoald
be more benefitted than my own comfort would he promoted. It
camet have the Erie, | beg that 1 may have the Macedonian, or soine
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anc other of ourfrigates: but. whatever ship may be sent, 1 hope she
may be furnisbed with a poop. It is essentially necessary in this cli-
- mate, and on such a service, ‘ I : .
: L have the honor to be, -
Your very obedient servant, -
S e ' - D. PUORTER.
The Hon. SECRETARY oF THE Navy, . .

R S
* Cuptain Cassin to Commodore Porter.
UN1TED STATES Scunooxur Foy,
Off the Huvana, April 9th, 1825,

$ir - Agreeable to your orders of the 5th inst. 1 proceeded with the -
schooners Kox and Jackall, and the barges Gallinipper and Musquito,
off this harbor, and despatched Lieut, Comid't Stephens, in his small
buat, into the port, ~ On his approaching the Moro, e was ordered
- by the guard. to return, as his hoat would not be permitted to enter.
but that his schooner might.  As it was important that we should
communicate with the Consul, I ordered the Jackall into the harbor
for that purpose.  She was suffered to passs and returning, brought
‘anurgent Pequest from Mr. Warner, and the entreaty of numerous
merchants and ship masters, 1o afford convoy to eight or ten Anierican
vessels. then ready to sail, they having been waiting a convoy a con-
siderable time:—such was the alarm created by piratical depreda-
tions, many attrocious acts having been conmnitted in the very moutli
of the harbor. ‘and onc only the evening before our arrival, by the
noted schooner Y'ilot.  Capt. Stephens also informed me, that this pi-
rate was then supposed to be in Escondide, or hidden harhov, - Un-
der these civcumstances, I thought myself justifiable in giving convay,
and sent Captain Stevens in 1o make known te vessels of all nations
that I would afford them protection as far as the Gulf, and proceed
with them at day-light onthe Tth. _ o ‘
Ona belief of finding the pirates. T despatched Licut. Stribling in
the Galliuipper, accompanied by the Misquito, Licut. Kelly, of the
Fox. at 7 o’clock in the evening. to Escondido, On the morning of
the 8th. Ifell in with the Wild Cat and Beagle, who had been-vun off
-their eruising ground in chase of the pirates, but lost sight of them dur-
ing the night.  As it would not be detaining those vessels more than
afew hours, I determined to keep them with the convoy untii well off
from the land. and run in myself with the Jackall and pick up the bar-
ges. ‘At 6 o’clockon the 8th T received a large fleet of vessels of se-
veral nations, who claimed our protection, and proceeded with them
to windward. At 8 o'clock inthe afternoon, discovered the barges ve
turning, with a stranger in compiny, which proved (very much to my
datisfuction.) to be the neted schooner Pilot, which. was mken by ouy .
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harges aticr i long runeng Aght, for e particndars of winel T reje
you to the !'c']n)l" ol Lieut. h!l’“!“ll.‘{.

bodivected the Wild Uat and Beagle o continue with the eonvoy uy.
Hl morning, the Wild Cat then o retnen to ker station, and Bragle
to vetorn to Matanzas for your despotehess i proceed with thew 1
Thompeou's Ihande P eatled in the Jackall and barges, and wi
the prize stood in for the Mora.

As the Pilot il he ol considerable finportance to the expedition, |
Shadl Keep her with e, and Toove made the necessary arrangeen,
and this evening will proceed Trom this on my cruise.

Asbbelieved ic wonld e a good effect, |eent the prive into I
vana to shew bersand 1o get aditde water.

Ui, very respectiuliy,
Your ohbedient seryvant,
S CASSEN

Com. D. Torrer,

Licuraeant Styibliney to Cuptuia Cussin.

Laire Pigsriean Senoover Prer,

OfF Hacana, April 8thy 1825,

Sir o I obedicnce to your orders T oprocecded, at half past sevey
o'clock Last evening, with the higges Gailinipper and Musquito,
examine the coast to windwards as high as FKscandido, for pirates,
In conseanence of the lightness of the wind, we were compelled to
nitke use of o vars most of the fime. This morning. at daylight,
several small <ail were inosights We hoarded @ number, and found
themy coasters. At even Ao M. discovered a sehooner abont three
miles to the castward, of a suspicious appearinee, and immediately
gave chaser the stranger apparently full of ey and sweeping i
shore. AL 8 15, fired two muskets 1o bring the chase (o, On fiving
the second gun. she commenced fiving wih ronnd wid grape, and
musketey. Wereturned it with onr mushets, at the same time making
every exertion to get alongside o her. At 850, the schooner succeeded
in gaining the shore. Inan instant we were on board of her, and
succeeded in getting on shore. We however seenred one man, and
formd two ol her crew killed, one on board, the other on shore.  We
have every reason, however, {o believe that several were wounded.
[ landed the marines, with some of the seamen, but the thickness of
the underwood vendered it impradent to pursue them.  We succeed-
ed in getting off the schooner (late the Pilot of Norfolk) without her
sustainieg any material injury. T am happy to state that not onc of
our wen have been injured. This T consider the more remarkable
and providentinl, as the pivate had every wlvantage of being in 2
Barge vessel, where he could load and fire with quickness and cerfain-
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ty. Tt may he proper to mention that the schooner, on commencing,
ln r fire, hoisted Spanish colops,

The armament consisted of one double fortified six pounder, 2
niskets, 21 blunderbusse sy 10 pistols, six {owling pieces. L swive?
hluaderhuss, with @ ntnber ol cone hnives, x\\m(la, and divks, Frowm
the prisoner, I have asee vtained that ber complement consisted of a6
men. .
boeannot, siv, concludes without expressing my thanks {o acting
Licut. Kelly, Licut. Walker, of the mavine corpsy Midshipmen Carr
and Bispham, with the crew of both harges, for their steady and gal-
Lint conduet i this alliir.

I have thie honor to bes sivy respectfully. yowrs, &,
C. K. STRIBLING,

To Captain 8. Cassiy,

Commanding the division of schooners and barges.

Commadore DPorter to the Captain General of Cubu.
Havana. dpril 20, 1825,

Yorp Excennexey @ Having heen informed that an erder has been
issued by vowr Execlleney to the mititar v commanders of districts i
{his istand, forhidding the entrance into the Larbors thereof of the
spradron under my command, 1 have therelore fo repeat to your ex-
cellency, that T eame by the orders of the government of the United
States. in aid of the local anthoritics, for ihe suppression ol piracy, and
for no other objects as bhave always wisured yonr Exe clicn(). ani |
lave to beg of you, 1o prevent any unpleasant consequences from the
existence of an order so hostile to the interests of Cabag and so oppos-
el to the fricedly and benevolent intentions of my government, that
your excellency will be pleased to cause it to be re voked as early as
puulu'dl)lt-' and that vou will furnish me with @ paper, bearing your
excelleney*s signatuve, whereby the friendly claracter of the lmu‘s
under my comuidd nray be made auderstood by the aforespid mili-
tary commanders, as well as by all others in anthority o with whow 1
nety come in contact: and your excellency will pardon me for lll'"‘illt,‘
with great earnesiness, this request, as the knowledge of this order
has lsw n the source of great uncastness to me, partic nl.n]\ sinee an
admission on the part of your excellency conlivms its existence.

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect,
Your exceifeney®s most obedient and hnmble servant,
D. PORTER,
Tohis Ky, the Capraiy GRNERAL
Of the Istand of Cuba.
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Commodore Porter to the Secretary of the Navig

. 8. Sream Ganvior Sea Grin,
Matansas, JApril 24, 1825,

st nomy last, binformed you, that T had despatched the hdf‘ges
o examine a B.n to windward of Point Yeacos: and, having intelli.
sence of three piratical schooners in the viver Palmas, L left this
plice on the 19th, joined the barges next day, near Key Blanco. an,
alter a Luborious scarch of two days. discovered the river, where wg
tound the vemains of the vessels which the pirates had burnt, evident.
iy a short time before our arrival theres 1 consequently returned to
this place, <e n(hnur thrree of the barges along the coast to Havana to
which place { shall proceed, after giving convoy to the vessels in this
plare, having found it necessary to seud the two vessels employed
here on this serviee. to Thompson's Lsland, o refit,

i helieve, sivy bean now say with safety. that there is not a pirate
aflaat on this part of the coast ‘of Cuba, Lu'm ‘I than an open boat: and
even that is doubtful, the Saragozians. in er flight, from here, hav.
ing been taken by twa British sloops of war at The cast end of the
151.&“(!

T hiv e the honor to be,
Your ohedient servaut,

D. PORTER.
Hon. Ssvrrn Tuomreson.

Lixtract of a letler from Commodore David Porler to the Secretary of
the Navy, dated U. 8. Galliot Sea Gull, JAllenton, Thon.pson's Is-
land, May 10, 1825.

“Since Flast had the honor to address you, T have returned to this
place. with the Sea Gull and barges. and found here Captain Cassin,
with the sehooners and harges that accompanied him.

«'Thie report of his cruise is enclosed. Qur last eruise has been al-
together a moxt arduous and fatigueing one: and. although we have
notmany trophics to show, it has not been without effect: the vesull
s heens the capture of a piratical schooner and a very fine felucey;
the desteaction of ane on shore, the burning of three schooners in the
o Palinas, and about a dozen of their houses in the different establish-
wient s to leeward of Bahia Honda, and inside the Colerados Reef: the
wmiplete dispersion of all their gangs, from Rio Palmas to Cape Anto-
sinz and. what will be of no little importanee in all our future opera-
fions, @ most thorongh and intimate acquaintance with the whole ling

ol oasty from Caye Blanco to the cast, down to Cape Antonio, in fhe
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west,  We have taken only one prisoner, and 1 shall endeavor to use
such information as I can squeeze out of him to advantage. T shall
despatch the Peacock to-day for La Vera Cruz, to relieve the Shark,
and shall now be feft with only my small vessels, two of which, with
two barges, (which Uhave found great difliculty in manning from
the Sea Gull and Store Ship.) L shall send off this evening under the
command of Licut. Comdt. Watson, on an expedition among the
Keysin the O1d Straights, and thence. avound the Island, tg return by
the way of Cape Antonio.

o T'wo schooners, under the command of Lieut. Comdt. Rose, are
snaking the civcuit by the other route. commencing at Point Yeacos,
going round Cape Autonio. and returning by the old Straights; two,
under command of Licut. Comdt. Skiuner, are convoying from Ha-
vana: and the remaining two ave careening, and will, in a fow day s,
sail for the protection of sur commerce: aund the three remaining bar-
ges are hauled up. for the want of mien.

wIheg vou, sir. to take into consideration the uncomfortable situn;
tion of myself and those with me, and. as early as may he possible,
gend me a frigate, or a harge sloop ot war fitted for the elimate, or )
shall otherwise. most reluctantly, on account of heaith, be compelled
to relinquish a service which T setmy heart on accomplishing—the tow
tal suppression of piracy in the West Indies and Gulf'of Mexicos it has
heen effected about the north side of Cuba. and, with suitable means;
Thave no douht of efitcting it elsewhere.

“Not one of the vessels of war belouging to the West India Station,
except those which Ihrought with me from the United States, have
et shewn themselves, nor can L get any intelligence of them, by
which T can be enabled to command their services.

wWhen T left Matanzas, the country was aliwmed by large bands of

* yobbers. well mounted and armed, who had plundered several estates,
and committed some wurders in the neighborhood of the city. Bodies
of horse had been sent in pursuit of them, and the militia were all un-
der arms: some prisoners had been taken, and it was said that those
bands were composed of the frechooters which lately infested the
coast, and who. ieing compelled to abandon the Ocean, had faken up
this new line of business,””

Captain Cassin to Commodore [Dovler.
U. S. Siuur Pracoeck,
Thompson’s Island, JApril 28, 18235.
Srr: I had the pleasure to inform you. by asloop {rom the ilavana.
bound to this place. on the 10th instant. of the successiul heginning of

my cenise, by the eapture of the pivaticsd sehosner Pilot, After hav-
Tug shewn the Pilat in Hayuie, and ootsinen a smail quantity of wa-
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ter, Eproceeded with the division to Cayo Blanco. Weemered within
the reel and procecded westward, making an average of abo. t tyen.
ty miles per day. leas ing no by inled, or suspicious p[d(‘(‘, snexplop.
eile O the tath a sloop boat was observed standing to the eagt.
ward,  The Musguito was aedered in chases the sloop siteetly altep.
ed her conrse fur the landy svas runon shores and abandoned by hep
cre sy who eseaped into the bushes. She was found to bt e aws of
ditferent deseriptions, shots and other articles of a suspicious nature,
which satilfied me of her pivatical characters and 1 took possession,
with an intention to (ll‘nll(i} Licr, as she was rotten, and an ¢hneume-
hiance tous.

At 1o Av ML on the sie daye wie anchored inanoted haphor for
preates, intending to examine it thoroughly, e aachor was scaree-
ly gone, hefore o feluceis was discovered standing out for the Gadli.
nippers Who was abead, somnding. Ouw opening our vessels, she i
miediately handed aown hepsailss and palled wround the point of
Fshand. The barges were ordered in chases accompanied by all the
Boats we couldd muster, Ou their selting to wheee the feloeea hud
disappeared, several houses were discovered, and @ number of mey
husily employed caresing things from them, and. ot the moment, were
.suppusui to be fishermens {6 was =ome time helore the felucea was
discovered, and, when foand, was dizmantled and covered with bush.
esy hstily thirown avep,

When the pivates Cwhich they proved to be) fonnd she was diseo-
vered, they fired aovolley ofmushetry at our boats. which fortunately
proved harmless, Fhe ollicers and evews immediately Tanded. ad
pursued them through the hushes, when a running fight of morve than
hadf a mile took places the pirates frequently turning. for a moment,
and firing, which was vetwrned oceasionally, but without effeet. from
the eagerness with widch theyowere pursaeds So closely were they
prossed, that they theew oit <hoes, clothies, and other incambrancesy
but, frons the thickness o the hushes and knowledge of theie path, all
mde their escape. "Pheie establishinents which consisted of five hou-
seseowas sel on fiees and the felueea hronght offt She s a fine boat,
<oppered. prlls sinteen ssweepss and s, i every vespeet, equal to any
of our bairges. She appears to liave heen recently fitted. and. T pre-
sites wason the eve ot making her first eraise, I'he old boat, which
was tiken in the merning. T aave toa Gsherman, who vas serviceable
fuy s as a pilot, <he being an incanibrance,

On the 176 we proveededs examining all places very minutely;
andy frem the intricacy of the navigation. did not arvive at Cape St
Anthony wniib the 210t From the moment we passed within the veef,
el getting to the Capes we weee ebliged fo keep the barges ahead,
:'.nundm_f'. The vessels were all trimme d by the head, and every pre-
cantion tikens yet we freqeemly aronuded. Many places, for several
crifesewe found only seven feet waders and frequently Tess than six,
vhen we were obliged to run out anchors, and heave th wough the mud.
b learnte on the passages feom the fisherinen, that the English at-
tempted the swpes but succeeded only pavt of the way. 1 also found
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the British sloop Scout cruising off the Cape, from the commander of
which we learnt they had numbers cruising in that quarter, and on the
south side. - . . ' PP
. The passage within the Colerados. from beginning to end, I found
extremely intricate: but I am much gratified by knowing we are the
first who accomplished it.. We suffered much tor water. and the
amall quantity we were enabled to obtain, was such as T apprehended
would create discase amongst us. _And, for the successful termination
of the cruise, I tender to Lients. Commandant Stephens and Vallette,
Licut Stribling, ‘and their officers, my sincere thanks. '
' I have the honor to be, ,

- Very respectfully. &e.-

: 8., CASSIN.

Com. Davip PoRTER,
Comd'g U. S. Nuval Forces inthe 'est Indies.

Extracts of ¢ letter from Comnodore David Porter, to the Secre,tary‘ of
o the Nuvy, dated o ‘

SEa Guuy, dllenton, May 11, 1825.

“Weare very much in wunt of one hundred seamen and ordinary
seamen. in addition to our present number, to.cnable us to carry on
our operations: and it we do not obtain them: Lshall be under the ne-
ressity of discontinuing the employment of the barges: at present. |
can-only man two of them, and to do so, am compelled to fay up this
vessel and the Decoy., . : : :

- Weshall also wi it a nuinber of officers., of every class, how many
Fam unable to say yet. but, from presen{ appearances, 1 am induced
tubelieve that many will (in not-a very long time) wish to return to
the United States.  The serviee we are employed on is a very ha-
rassing one, and, if it should not occasion much waste of life, it will,
at least, try the strength of oui constitutions, and our capacity o
the endurance of fatigue and privations. ‘ ‘

The commanding officer of marines states to. me that he requires,
m addition ‘to his present force. fifty . officcrs. non-commissioned
officers, and privates: and from the difliciilty of supplying the guuds
which I require, 1 should presume that a larger number would be
neCessary. _ : _

From the importance of the trade of Cuba and the Gulf of Mexico,
the whole of which is now completely profected from this place. with
a force not equal to one frigate. I presume any requests will not be.
considered ext ravagant.  "Phe aveivals and departures of American

o~
~e
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vessels fram the port of Havana alone, average ahout thiviy perweek,
and those from Matanzas about twenty.  Not a day elapses but that
great numbers of American vessels are to he met passing through
the Gulf, and since an establishment herve, they daily in numbors
pass in sight of us,

[ mention those facts, to give you an idea of the importance of this
station. and to show the propricty of augmenting the force by the
additions which I have asked.

A frigate. or a large sloop of war. is indispensable 1o us, and we
cannot exist with any thing like comfort without one.

Thrown as we are on o barren and desolate Island, that does nof
stpply even water. Thiope our situation may he made as free fron
stufferings as the Department can, without inconvenience to the pub-
lic interest, make it.”

Commaodorc Porter to the Cuptain General of Cubn.
C.S. S1rram VesseL Ska GrLy,

Allenton, Thompson’s Island, 16tk May, 1825,

Yorr Excernuney @ { have the honor to acknowledge the veceipt
of your communication of the 10th, with the civenfars accompanying
it: and beg leave to return my sincere thanks for your prompt and
satistuctory veply to my application of the 4th of this month, as well
as assurances of the high sense entevtain of the favorable disposition
of the higher authorities of Cuba. towards the squadron under my
command. which has been manifested by various acts that have great
Iy facilitated the exeention of the dufies entrusted to mes and itisthe
cause of great regret, that I should have been under any  ervoneous
impression, with regard to orders of any kind, issued by your prede-
cessor inoflice, in any way concerning the opevations of my forces;
and beg leave to offer as my apology. the assurances of those, wia
had stated to me that they had seen the orders: the admission of the
Captain General, as understood by [the] officer whom 1 sent fo himon
this subject. that orders of a restrictive nature had been issueds the
conduct of the Commandants of Maricl and Porto Cabanos: and in-
formation veceived from the Commandant of Bahia Honda. that some
orders with regard to the forees nnder my connnand. had heen reeeiv-
ed by him.  The ascurances of your excelleney have put the subject
forever at rests and your civeular: have velieved my nind from the
serions apprehensions under which it Lihored.

Permit me to embrace this opportunits ty felicitate your excellency
on your arrivals fo assmre you, that nothing bt @ severe indisposition
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Yas prevented my'paying my respects in person; and to offer you
- ‘my best wishes for your health and happiness. S
- I have the honor to be, with the highest respect,
R - Your Excellency’s very obedient servant;
B S D. PORTER,
-Commanding U. 8. MNacal Forces in the W, Indits
and Gulf of Mexico, '

To His Excellency Don Francisco Dioxisto Vives,
. Captain General of the island of Cuba and its dependencies.

The Cuptain General of Cuba to Com’modore-Pof!er.

‘['x“nsxsx..vrlos.] i

» - ‘HABANVA, 10th May, 1823.

In the last conference, which you had with His Excellency my
-predecessor, you. no doubt. became satisfied with the [riendly demon-
- strations and sincere offers of this Government to that of' the United

States, uneduivocally expressed by that chieftain, with explanations
of the subjects of ‘your doubts relative to his official letter of the 29th
of March, in his last paragraph in answer to ane {rom you, dated the
26th of the same montlh. ' : S . R
- Having gained an understanding of this case, I have now.the satis. -
faction of declaring to you, that this government has not issued any
order for prohibiting the entrance of the vessels, in the squadron under
‘your command. into the portsof this Islands but, en the contrary,
yoursquadron will meet with every aid and co-operation, on the part
of the Iocal authorities, in the pursuit of’ pirates, who may shelter them-

~ gelves in the uninhabited coasts. compatible with the territovial privi-
lege. conformable to the laws of nations.  And I ean do no less than
assure you, that :he Spanish government. always a faithful observer
of the rights pertaining to each nation. as well-as jealous of their -
own, never would take measuves of the kind to which yon allude,
without proclaiming their intention, with that frankness and clearness, -
which are its strong characteristics : and. in the present'case. it Las
had no motive for acting contrary to the sentiments wlich it ias here-
tofore expressed to you, . ‘ :

‘And that you may remain satisfied and convinced. I enclose to you
circulars for the different commandants of the military stations on .
this island. in order that they may afford you all the assistance ne-
cessary for the attainment of your important commission. With this,
I consider your official letter of the 28th of lust month, as ans
swered, : o - : o
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This opportunity allo“a me the pleasure of oﬁermg ny services ty
vou, with the hlghost consideration.
- God preserve you many years.

FRANCISCO DIO\ISIO VIVES.

Commodore I) Avin Pouter.
Commandcr of the U. 8. squadron. -

Transl ated copy of a circular letter h'um the Captain General of
Cuba, to the Commandants at thc several military stations in that

‘ 1sl¢uld :
()ﬂ‘ic‘e of the Capluin General of the Island of Cuba.

An American squacdron, under the command of Commodore David
Porter. heing destined to cruise about the coasts of this island. in aid
of our forces. who are engaged in a like enterprize. namely, the pur-
pose of exte rinating the pirates who'infest our seas, and cause so
much m_;un to commerce in general, without respecting any flag

~whatever: And- it being an obligation of every civilized nation to
annibilate such banditti; who, heedless of their duties in society,
employ themselves in such exeerable practices: I have thought it
proper o give or ders. that. wherever this squadron may avrive. and
present itself” to the constituted authorities, they must afford it every
aid. which may be compatible with the tenltorlal privilege and re-
&pects ‘

Gol ]nxs( FYe Yol INATY years.

FRANCISCO DlO\lSIO VIVES,
Uabana, 10th May, 1828,

U. 8. GuLmT SEa Gviy, ‘
Allenton, T/wmpwn s Island, May 19, 18"3. -

Srr: 1 hme the honor to inform \nu. that not a single piratic al act
has been committed on thecoast of Cubi, since 1 nrganuod and wr-
ranged my forces, ' ‘ g

I have the Imnor to hc. ‘
Your obdt. scrvqnt, :
. o : - D PORTER
Hon. SE€RETARY oF THE Navy.
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Extracts from a letter of Commedore D. PorTER, fo the Secretary of the
Navy, dated

U. S. Garuror Ses Gury,
dAllenton, May 22, 1823,

w8 We have a vastly important commerce to Havana and Mo
tanzas. which is now left to the protection of asmall schooner of three
guns. at cach places all the others, with the exception of two, coming
in to repair, are cruising for pirates on the south side of the island,
and in the old Strait of Bal:ama.

o am af present feft with only the Sea Gull: as the store ship is
snthe point of sailing for a load of water for us, the fagoous on the
iland having dried up.

v | heg, sies that our situation may be takew into consideration, and
that some means may he speedity eniployed to wmeliorate it. The
principal thing wanting. is o large vessel, and the aid and comforts
which shie vould afford © At present, 1 Lave no place to shelter e
but the awning of this small vessel. 1 cannot obtain hands enough
frmy use to man a Loat. I have no comforts whatever, and 1 find
my health gradually sivking,  §would be the Tast fo complain with-
sut cause: but the rainy and =ickly season is now coming on. and 1
should fail in my duty. were I not to acquaint you with our true si-
wation,

s Allow me to suggest. that this appears to me to he the most suita-
e place to give protection {0 the commeree of the Gulf of Mexico,
“and that all the forees now employed at New Orvleans, could be much
more advantageorsly employed here”

Extract of @ letter from Commodore Davin PorRTER, fe the Secrctary
of the Nuvy, dated

Sea Guir, Ailenton, June 4th, 1828.

“Tyesterday was informed of w piratical schooner on the south side
[ Cuba, which had captured two vessels, and I immediately des-
tehed the Greyhound in pursuit of her. .

.l} is with regret I_inform you, that I .am compelled to discontinue
ing convoy from Havana, as my forees are now so scattered, that
rannot be done without neglecting the main ohject of the expedition.
hen our cruising was on this side the island, 1 found less difticulty
the thing, -

Weare greatly in want of larger vessels, and more wen, and T sin-
¥ hope that they may be sent as curly us possible.™
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Cmnmodoré Po:ter o the Secretary of the Navy.
| U S. GaLLIOT SEA Gt:m.,
Allenton, June 6th, 182,

Str : Weare greatly in want of medical aid on this station. Dot
~'Williamson, in charge of the hospital, and Doct. Edger, in charg
of the sick in the harbor, have both been taken seriously ill, withyy-
a few days, which leaves me with only one surgeon’s mate. Th
small vessels are equally in a suffering condition, having but one at.
“ing mate between two of them : and, had it not been for the few actin
appointments given by me, they would have been entirely destitute,

I beg, sir, that our situation' may be taken into consideration, and
as the sickly season is fast approaching. [ hope that several surgeons
mites may be sent out to us.  Six, at least, in addition to ourpe.
sent number, are required. : : '

~ Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, -
. ‘ Your obedient servant,
' . - : , D. PORTER
Ionorable Secretary of the Nuvy. ‘ o

. ]

‘Extracts from a ictier of Commodore D. Porter to the Secretary of th
: S Navy, duted .

Sra GoLr, .&lleutmi, June 24th, 1825,

¢ Sir: By the Hornet, just arvived. T am informed of the captue
of two pirwiical launches by the Ferret, Lieut. Com®dt. Newell, 2
few leagues 1o the west of Matanzas, S ‘

solt appears that they were chased into a small havrbor, where there
was not water suflicient for the schooner: and on the approach of e
boat, (carrying ouly four persons.) they. (about forty.) commenced
a fire on her from behind the rvocks. and nearly sunk her.. The
schooner then opened a fire on them with her nine pounder, drove
“them from their skulking places. and took possession of the launches

¢ Such is the account [ have received from Licut. Shubrick, of th
Hornet, whose ship fell in with Lieut. Com. Newell on his passage

¢ There is good reason to believe that these are. the boats whith .
plundered she Amevican brig Mary Joan, Captain Hubbard, inside
the Bay of Matanzas, twelve days since, o

¢ It appears that these taunches were captured about the 19thinst
that their cruise has been only of six days’ duration ; and that they
were taken in not moye than three days after I received information
-respecting them. : :
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«Itis expected that this prompt” detection and punishment of the
first attempt:at piracy. since the arrangement of my forces on the
coast. will deter them, at least for a time, from fitting out any new
espeditions.” _ - o : o

. .
- Lieut. Com. Newell to Commodore Porter.
' - U.s. ScuooNEr FERRET,
Thompson’s Island, June 25th, 1823,

Sir: Pursuant to your instructions, I left this place on the 14th
inst, on a cruise to Trinidad. on the south side of Cuba, in company
with the Beagle, Capt. Newton. On the second day, we parted conipa-
ny. and on the third day I made the Havana. (on my way to Matan-

o

zas,) from thence I commenced a diligent search in all the by-ports
and bays. On Tuesday sent my boat into Canised, and obtained in-
formation that some pirates were still lurking about the coast: during
thatnight, "I kept close in with the land. and on Wednesday. at 10
A M. discovered an armed barge. with 16 oars. and well manned, in
asmall bay, called Bacuna Yeauga: I immediately sent Licut. Dorn-
ing. with five men, the most my boat could carry, to examine all the
boats, there being seven in number. He approached within fifty
yards of the barge. when the crew shew their character, by opening
afire on him, with musketry and blunderbusses, which. fortunately.
did no other damage than nearly to sink the boat, she having received
aball at the water edge—five other ones were found in the beat. which,
being nearly spent. had struck the water and innocently jumped into
her. . My boat. at no time suitable for the transportation of men,
and now rendered useless. induced me to take possession of a small
coaster that was near. and mauned her with fifteen men, and at that.
time intended to stand in. it possible, with the Ferret, in order to
cover the men while they took possession of the barge, which then
had the American colors, union down: but, on approaching, found
that the channel would not admit of my entering. . It then blowing
very hard. and a heavy sea on. I deemed it proper te recal the coast-
er. which had like to have gotten ashore: for. had that catastrophe
occured, I question much whether the pirdtes would have had the
gratification of butchering them. as they  certainly would have been -
drowned. The sea was then breaking with great violence over the
reef that covered the bay. I was then compelled to resort to making
tacks, close in with the reef, and giving then long tom. with round
and grape, in hopes to destroy the boats—as to killing any of them,
it was impossible: for, on the approach of the Ferret. they wonld
tompletely secure themselves behind the rocks and trees, which nng
all around the harbor: but this I was frustrated in. by the enormous
roughness of the sea: and, the wind being on <hore. prevented me
from taking any position. from which I could annoy them mnch.
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Finding it impossible {0 do any thing, with the means then in my
pover, I stond out to sea. in hopes to fall in with some vessel fogy
which I conld get a suitable boat, (but L sorey to say, that it wyg
not vutil next morning that my wishes were obtained) and, if thy
could not be done, {o push to Matanzas, to concert a plan with fe
Governor, by which the pirates, as well us their hoats, may be take,
I, however. obtuined a hoat from an Fnglish vessel. and immediately
bore up for the same place, which was then but a short  distance of,
I had not run but a short time, when Ddiscovered a Spanish brigof
war lying too, off the bay., which proved fo be the Matac.  On tle
report heing sent to the Governor of Matanzas that one of the U§,
sehooners was engaged with the pirates, he despatched this brig, and,
at the same time, took with him a land force, and had cruised there
a few minutes before me, and had taken possession ot a small schr.
boat, the pirates had abandoned, and which lay onthe beach.  Lsen
inmy boat alter he had lefty and ordered a search, when two of the
boats L had seen the day Tattacked them, were found. well sunk. upa
Lagoon, which, upon further examination. extended several miles inn
the Istand, and have uo doubt hut that the large barge is now af fhe
head of its but, not heing prepared with boats, 1 did not think it pe.
per to senl iy hoats out from the Ferveto ' The two boats § hae
hrought overs and shall await your orders relative thereto.

On my arvival at Matanzas, 1 lfound my main-mast very dange
ously sprung. which has made it necessarey tor me to veturn heie, bt
not until T had given convoy to eight of our merchantien from Ma
tunzas and Havana,

I have the honor to be, Sir. very vespeetfully,
Your obedient servant,
THIHOMAS M. NKWELL
Com. Davio Porren,
Commander of the U. 8. Neval Forces,
West India Station.

L

The Caplain General of Cuba to Commodore Porier.
[TRANSLATION.]

Hanana, 5000 June, 1823,

I have veceived your oflicial letters, one of which is dated on tie 218
and the other on the 24th of the present month. Inthe Latter, [observea
complaint of the conduct of the provisionally appointed Governor of Ma-
tanzas, towardsanofficerof the sloop ot war Hornet. Fhave, consequent:
Iy, already made avrangements tor a close investigation of this subject;
inorder to convinee rou that no other sendiments animate this Govern:
ment than what have abready been manifested to you on several oeca-
stons, and from which it will never deviate ;: and. likewise, to satisf
You that it= views are the same as those ot the covermnent of the United
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States, in the extirpation of the enemies of the human vace, who
have invested the coasts of this pacific Island: and 1 wish you to be
fully persuaded that it will never be able o view with indifitrence
any intentional insult, commitied by its subalterns, on the ofticers of
any nation engaged in so hundable an enterprize.
iu regard 10 your letter of the z}l.s'.t. I would say. that 1 will ac-
complish the’objects of its contents without delay, wmoug those who
are interested in their vespeetive reclamations. applanding. at the
same time, the just comparison which you muke, of the rvights of
strict neutrality towards the nation whom 1 Lave the honor of serving.
I renew to you my most distingaished consideration.
May God preserve you many years.

FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.

To Com. Davin PorrER.

A trae copy.
P. WivLson, Secrelury.

Licut. Com. Grezory fo Com. Porfer.
sory

U. S. Scenoover Gravrers,
Thompson’s Islund, July 3d, 1823.

Sre: T have the honor to inform you. that this vessel sailed from the
Balize, on the 24th of April, with a comvoy for Tolasco, where she
arvived on the ist of May.  Sailed thence again on the 6th. with con-
voy, towards Vera Cruz: pacted with the convoy on the 9ih, and ar-
rived at Campeachy on the 13the where 1 received inforniation of se-
verul piracies committed upon the merchant vessels of the U. S.:and
that the coust of Yucatan, from Cape Catouche to Lagona, was then
infested by several gangs of pirates, who had been guilty of every
atrocity imaginable.  Finding there were a very considerable mun-
ber of merchant ships at the several ports upon that coast, unprotected,
ant others arriving almost daily, I continued thereabouts until the
5th of June, scouring the coast up and down: and. occasionally,
when any information was had, which offered the least chance of de-
tecting those villuins, the boats were employed. and sometimes were
sent along the coast twenty and thirty leagues from the vessel. O- (he
2ad of May. I chased a schooner ashore to windward of Sisal. which,
Fhave no doubt, was a pivate. from his appearance and conduct: as
't was in the night, and upon a part of' the coast where I was not suf-

28
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ficiently acquainted, and blowing fresh upon the shore, I had not 4
opportunity of completing his destruction. On the 11th of June, |
scized a suspicious vessel in the harbor of Campeachy, and resigned
ber to the authorities there, on that account. This last vessel had jug
come from New Malaga, or Vigia de Chiguila, a little to the wind.
ward of Cape Catouclie, where the pirates have a very considerable
establishment, and came down to Campeachy for the purpose of pro.
curing stores for a venscl then prepuring for a cruise.  Two seamen,
who had been held as prisoners at N. Malaga, informed 1ne that this

ang were sometimes a hundred and vpwards in number; that they

eld possession of a small fort. having two twenty-four pounders;
and that an officer, named Molla, whe had been placed there by the
government, had joined them. Thig was corroborated by the authe.
rities at Campeachy, who requested me to land and destroy the place.
The pirates issue frem their post in barges. small vessels, and in ca.
roes, hover along the shores, enter the harbory, murder and destroy
almost all that fall in their power.  On the 2d of June. the America
schooner Shibholit, Captain Perry, of New York, being then ready
for sea, was boarded by a canoe. having fourteen of those villains on
board: the watch was instantly murdered, eight others of the crew
were putin the forecastle, the hateh spiked down. a ton or more of log-
wood put over it. the head suils set. with the wind off shore, and fire
put to the vessel in the cabin. By the most extraordinary exeértions,
these men broke out in time to save their lives. T arrived while the
vessel was burning down.  The saine canoe then proceeded to wind.
sward, and, two dayy afterwards, took the schooncr Argustus and
John. off Sisal. and burnt her, having turned the crew adrift ina
small boat, with every probability of their perishing. The people of
the country were much exasperated. and turned out to hunt them from
their shores. A party of dragoons having met them, a skirmish en-
sued, wherein the captain ot dragoons, and several of his men, were
killed, and the pirates, taking to their boats. escaped.  One of the
seamen I mentioned as huving been amongst them, stuted, that hebe-
longed to an English schooner from New Providence, called the
Flyer: that the crew, with the exception of himself, were instantly
butchered.  He way detained by them about two ionths, during which
time they had captured nine vessels, some of which were brought in,
but the principal part destroved: and. in some instances. he was cer-
tain that the whole crews were murdered,  'When he left the place,
(aboutl twenty days since) they had a Guineaman, with two hundred
slaves, and a large quantity of ivory: two small schooners, Ameri-
cans.  And an English cutter informed me, that the pirates had a di-
rect and uninterrupted intercourse with Havanna, by means of gmall
coasting vessels tliat ran regularly to the ports on the coast, and al-
ways touched at New Malaga. Frequently, some of them would go
up to the Havana, and others of the gang come down.

That this infernal horde of villains have established themselves at
New Malaga, I have no doubt; and, from the information given meby
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men of the first respectability at Camyeachy, Sisal, and other places
on the coast, I believe the pirates have been guilty of all the acts as
: ~ Thave the honor to be, very respectfully, =~
- Your most obedient servant, ‘
* FRANCIS H. GREGORY,
Lieut, Com. U. 8. Navy.

~Com. Davip Poxi'rr.n, ‘ ‘ . -
: Com. U. 8. Neval Forces, West India Station.

.

Commodore Forter to the Secretary of the Navy. |

‘SEA Guory, Am.nx'row,
Thompson’s Island, July 17, 1823,

Sz : It is with infinite satisfaction I do myself the honor to lay .
before you Lt. Comd’t Watson’s official report of the almost. total
snaihilation of the crews of two piratical vessels, by the barges Gal-
linipper and Musquito, under his command, C '

When we take into consideration the immense superiority of force
opposed to him, the advantage and preparation on the part of the pi-
rates, and the result of the action, we cannot but be impressed with
the conviction, that nothing less than Providential influence and pro-
tection could have occasioned consequences so fatal to the pirates, and
80 exempt from injury on our side, as to appear almost miraculous.

The five surviving pirates, being desperately wounded, I have, in

~ compliment to the favorable disposition and zealous co-operation of the
authorities of Havana, sent to. the Captain General of Cuba, to be
tried by the laws of Spain. _ Lo o

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to him on the subject. . -

I cannot close this communication, without expressing a hope that
the brilliant success of Lieut. Comd’t Watson, and his excellent cha-
racter as an officer and ‘man, may induce the Department to pro.
mote him to a higher grade, as the most. suitable reward for his
services, ) : -

' o I have the honor to be, with great respect,
: ‘ - Yeur gbedient servant,
o ' D. PORTER.
Hon. SmiTe THOMPSON, ) ‘
- Secretary of the Navy. .
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Lieut. Commandant Fatson to Commodore Porter.

U. s. (iu,no'f SEs GUI;L.
Allenton, Thumpsun s Island, July y1l, 182.,.

Sir: Mavi ing h'ul the honor to_report the cire umst.uu es attending
~ the cruise of the division under my orders. prior to our separation of
-8t John de los Remedios, 1 have now to communicate. for your in.
formation, my RBubse qut-ut proceedings, in the ba ges Gallinipper and
Musquito,
©_Afterastrict exgmination of the ( oast .md Islands, from Cayo Fran.
cis 1o Cayo Blanco. in the vicinity of Point Hycacos. whilst cruising -
in Siguapa Bay. we discorered a large topsail schooner, with a el
in company. working up 1o an ance lmr.lnv. at which sev (‘"'ll merchat
vessels were then lying. :
“Being to windward, 1 hm(‘ up in the G.llhmp])m' for the pluposeof
_as« :-xt,umng their characters. and, when within gun shot. pereeiving
the large vessel to be well armed, and her deck filled with men, [
Thoisted. onr colors: on seeing whic ll. they displayed the Spanish flag,
~and the schooner having brailed up her foresail. and commenced firing
at the Gallinipper. 1 immeiliate Iy kept awi ¥y antd ran-down upon her
weather quarter. making sighal, at the same time. for the ] Musquito
“tocloses Taving much thie advantage in suiling. they did not permit
us to do o, hat made all sail before: the wind for the ville 1ge of Si-
guapa. to which place wes plll'sm‘(l them. and. after a short action,
suceeeded in taking both vessels, and effeeting the almost total de-
-strection of their crews, amointing, as nearly as could be ascertain.
ed at the time, 1o 30 or 60 men, but. as we are siiee informed, tose-
verty ar cighty.  They engaged us witheut colors ol any description,
h.\\ln" hauled” down' the Hpam'-h flag alter firing the first gun; and,
on .|ppm.n Ling to board, (our wen giving three (h(-ms and (llsrharg
ing their inuskets) the pirates fled precipitately. some fo their launch, |
(lying in shored from wheoee a fire was still l\(' it up) whilst others en-
deavored to eseape by swimming to the land. A volley of musketry,
direeted at the Taunch tnmplmu their disorder, and drove them into
the xea hut. the hoats going vapidly throngh the waters cut off their
Tretveats with the exeeption of fiticen, eleven of whom were Killed or
desne x.m Iy wounded. and taken prisoners by our men. who landed in
prirsuit’ and the remaining four apprehended by th(' Jocal authoritics,
and sent to Matanzas, -~
The Targer vessel was called the Catilina. mmm.mdm] by ihe cele-
“brated pirate Diabolita. taken, some wecks since, from the Spaniards,
between Havana and Matanzas, carried to Siguapa Bay. where she
received ner armament—had captured nothing, ﬂus being the com-
mencement of her piratical cruise..
I cannot close this communication without per fm'mmg amost pleas-
ing task. in reporting the active gallantry and good conduct of my
oflicers and men, none of whom sustained the sh"lltc‘bt injury in the
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-actum. the result of which is. T frust. sufficient to satisfy v(m 1!1'1t all

under my orders did their duty. particalarly when it is considered
“that we had but twenty-six men,-opposed- 1o a force of piratic al ves-
sels well supplied w ith arins of all kmds, amongst. which was one long
nine and two six puundcrs.

I have much pleasure in naming, as my associates, Lieut. Imnan,‘
Acting 8. \Lu-m Bainhridge, Dr. “Babbit. 1 Midshipmen Hurwood and
Taylor, and Messes. W cbb and Grice, who obeyed and executed all
orders and signals, w uh a p.nmptmulc and zeal which could not be

exceeded.
5 lla\e the honor to be, very rc,spvctful]),

Your obedient. servant,
R W, 1L WATSON.
Conmodore D, P(m"rnu, '

Comd’g U. S. N weal Forces
In the West Imlu,e and Gulf of Mexica.

Commodore Porter o the Governor of Cuba,

U. S. Garrior SEA GuLr,
“Allenton, Thompson’s Islavi(l, July 13tk, 1823,

Yorr Excerrevcy: With a full confidence that they: will be
brought to condign punishment. L send you, to be tricd by the laws
“of Sp. i five pn.ucs. taken on bmud two piratical vessels, by two
of the barges of my squadron. T also send, by the same conveyance,
two men. nmkmg partof the oviginal crew of one ol thc \essds. W hen
shie fell into the hands of the pirates.
"The witnesses being on the spoti will enable you to make the pnn-
ishment prompt, and the example, I have no doubt, will be !nghl)
salutary.

“With sentiments of tho highest rcspcrt, I have the honor to be,
lum‘ L\cellcncy’q very obcdmnt and humble som‘ant,

D. PORTER

Commanding U. 8. Nwval Forces
in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico.

To His Excellency Don Francisco Dionisius Vives, :
Captain General of the Island of Cuba, and its dependenczes.
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General Vives to Commodore Porter.

Office of the Captain Gencral of the Island of Cuba,
Hagana, 24th July, 1823,

I acknowledge the receipt of your official letter of the 13th of the
present month, transmitted by the Schr. Ferret, with five individuals,
under the character of pirates. These men were immediately put
under the disposal of the Judiciary authority, in order that they might
be judged in a manner accordant to our laws; and the Judge who was
especially charged with the duty. has directed to me the following
official statement of the result of his examinations:

¢« Most ExceriLeyt Sig: The commander of the Americn
Schr. of War the Ferret, Mr. Thomas M. Newell, being examined,
likewise the mariners whom he presented before nie, and those whon
he brought here as prisoners, by order of Com. D. Porter, of whom
three were, by the disposition of your Excellency. committed to the
Jjuil. and two to the Hospital of Saint Ambrosio, characterised as pi.
rates: an appearance has not resulted that they had an actual parti-
cipation in the invasions and robberies: they being brought to their
condition by compulsion.  But, as I have information that those who
escaped, are now apprehended and carried to Matanzas, wherea pro-
cess will be instituted against them, and where the most sure means
will be adopted for discovering the plain truth, I have considered it
expedient to send these prisoners to Matanzas, hoping that your Ex.
cellency will be pleased to facilitate their transportation, with the ne-
cessary provisions. affording to the disposition of the- judge of that
district the means of determining. with clear understanding, what
has been done, and what is now actually doing.”

This copy is forwarded to you for your information and satisfaction.

FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.

Com. Davip PorrER.

R e

Lieut. Commandant Newell to Commodore Porter.

U. S. ScuooNeEr FERRET,

Port Rodgers, July 23d, 1825

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that, after delivering the
pirates at Havana, I cruised down the coast of Cuba to the windward,
as far as Cayo Blanco, and examined every creek and harbor. Afier
searching and diving for sometime at Artigos, (a small hidden river)
I found the guns you alluded to in your instructions; also, a new gun
carriage, calculated for a twenty-four pounder, was taken from the
mangroves, where the pirates had carefully hidden it: my vessel being
$0 much lumbered up, I could not bring it; I therefore cut it up, and
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saved the irons; the guns taken are five in immbér: one long six poun:
der, one short do. one nine pounder carronade, and two long three’s;
the latter well mounted, and appear to have been very recently placed
there. L . : S
- I then returned to the Havana, and, on Sunday last, gave convey
to six Americans, and one Danish ship. - L

‘ 1 have the honor to be, Sir, very respectfully,

- Your obedient servant, -

THOMAS M. NEWELL.

Com. D. PorTER, S _
. Commanding U. 8. Naval Forces
in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexigd.

e

Extract of a letter from Coinmodore Davip PoRTER, to the Jecretary
: : - of the Navy, dated

On board the Ses GuLr, ,
Allenton, Thompson’s Island, August 1st, 1828, ‘

“] have been engaged, since the return of the barges, under Lt. Com,
Watson, in preparing them for an expedition to the piratical establish-
ment at New Malaga, against the arrival of the expected vessels,
from which I calculated on getting men; but I have liately been in-
formed, by the arrival of a British brig of war at this place, (with

“every officer and man down with the yellow fever, except thirteen).
that a sloop of war and several light vessels from Jamaica, have gone
against that place. I shall, consequently, as there is much danger
from sickness on that coast, delay my departure until I hear the re-
sult of the British expedition, and have directed the commander of
the Hornet to take one of the small schooners, (now on the coast of
Cuba) with him, to send back with such information as he may collect
on the subject. © There have been no captures, (except Spanish, by-
open boats,) by pirates, on this side of the island of Cuba, since I have

_ been here, and no pirate has appeared, that we have not captured.”

Lieut. Com. Kedrney to Com.‘i’orter.

~ U. S. ScnooNER Gmynoﬁyn,
Thompson’s Island, Jugust 10th, 1828,

_ 81r: T have the honor of transmitting, herewith, for your informa-
tion, the enclosed report of the cruise of this vessel, commenced under
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circumstanees of a vexatious natuve, as (he report will shews hui, tep.
minating ina wanners Lirust sonew hat satistictory o yon, .1lllmm’h
the principal nf)li et pointed out in your fetier aespecting the pivates

at the Isle of Pines) has not niet it ~ueress Moinny inve anticipat.
ed: but 1 e the satisfaction to inform you, that. although § have
heen so foertumate myself it has been the fortune oF othiers 1o apprehend
thase very villains who committed the outrage apon the Mneriva
vessels Reuben and Efisa and Mechanic s mentioned in your ordes,

They wre now in prison. at Prinidwd de Cobas o Having had o
communication with the Governor of that place on the sabjects 1.
mit herewith my letter, with his ansver Jtagether with some publi-

cations fo he seenin Spanish newspapers. i for vonr information. Al
though I was not suceessfol in getting the pivates info my pnswwun,
lln- application made l‘nmu,h the enclosed Tetter, and whieh, -
deed, Ldid not expeets yet you will perecive it has deas noan oflicial
acknowledgment of these pirates heing in possession of the authop.
ties: making it a matier of public notoriety it beconies msre obliga
tory to pursue thelr prosecution to o justond proper issue,

I tuloe this oceasion to express to you the high sense Fentertain of
the Governor wl Prinidad. which his atientions denwsoud, Tle ten.
dered us evers eivility and aid fuhis power in the prosecution of owr
duties: oftering o procure usa pilof and, altogetiers evineing a dispo-
sition of fricud]y co-operation, seldowm met with on the ishand of Cuby,

For your better infornsation on the subject of our visit to Cape
Cruz, heg Teave tosuhjoin the detail of eventse in a more circum-
stantial and p.u'iiru!nr ey than given in the enclosed report, viz,

On the ‘th ult, eruising in company with the Beagleo Lieut, Com,
Newton, Cape Cruz hearing S, . about loar Iv::u,‘u s. brought too
and exanined a small armed sechooner, of about 35 tons, having thiee
prizes incompany. She praved to hea Eolembian, dily commission-
edy commanded by o Frenchman, and manned by Frenchmen and
some others, apparently natives of the country where she belonged,
Her conmission was dided at Carthagena, tast December, Her pri-
zes were exatined by Capte Newtons and [wond to be Spanish drog-
gors, except ones a buege canoe. caleabited to carey whout twenty men,
whicl oot Taad heen taken on shores near the $apes where she had
heen abandoned by a party they supposed toy be pirates, on being cha-
sed by said schooner,

On the following dav, we stood ine with the Beagle in cotpany,
and anchored under the Capes Capty Newton and myself=as well for
recreation as to examine the Cape, Tnded v il accamadi boats buty find-
ing the walhing bade we again embarked. and proceeded along shore
in search of some settlements Soon after getting out nfxight of eur
schooners, (by doubiing around the Capey wosadden and guick fire
wis opened upon us, Crom among a thicket of mangrove bushes and
rocks with which the Cape iv Bordeped.

The party was armed with ouskets and blamderbusaes, which wers
fived aronnd us. alternately. without effects at the same time, a living
upon us was opened from another quarter, from guins mounted on 2
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high point of rocks a short distance aliewd.  Thus sifuated, with a
cross dire upon us, enabled only occasionally 1o return the five of the
party in ambush. s some of them would dodge from bush to bush. or
ook to rock: having for our wems bat a fowling piece and one or two
muskets, we were induced to return o our vessels, which we did.
It being Lates we waited tl nest day.

On the morning of the 22d. Caplc Newton and myself again set off,
Loisting our colors upon the boat: as i was a fair presumption,
it conseiuence of o Colombian vessel heing on the coast, some
mistake on the part of the people on shore, might have heen made in
regard to our character. But that proved 1o be groundless: for, hav-
ing veached within the distance of their guns, they opened upon us
with more apparent spirit and defermination than betore, from a posi-
tion maccessible. apparently. in thevear, from the thickets of bushes
and hriars: and the same i feonts from a precipice of rugged rockss
andy 5o commanding altogether. that, to prevent the loss of lives, d
directed hoth vessels to he warped ronnd the Cape, along an extensive
reely which almost encireles i affording 2 smooth and shallow har-
hors - We did not sueceed in getting within gun-shot ot the establish-
mento untid we had reached fiveand sixfeet watero when we anchored.

Lieut, Mavvagnt, with the mawines and sowe seamen, was ordeved
s shore. to endeavor to guin w position in their vear. to attack them,
o el oft their retreat helore the sehooner wooved, or their Tanding
cosbd be discovered by the pivates—ias we had deemed the party we
were about to attack. "Fhe ofiicers of hoth schiooners volunteered. and
accompanied the party on shore. one being only reserved in cach
schooner, and o sullicicney of men for the guns, hoping to attract the
attertion of the pirates frow Stes Faveagut's party. Several shot were
fived from the schooners, which drove the pirates into places of secu-
vity behind the jutting rocks. where they seemed 1o be in considerable
faree s the shot being seen to stetke among the rocks behind which
they sats and not until the bouts were despatehed to Tand in front. and
Lieut. F's party was close upon them, did they abandon the advan-
tazeons position they occupied. They were pursued. but with so
decided 2 disadvantage 1o the pursuers, from their want of know-
ledge of the passes. that none, unfortunately, were taken, exeept two
oldand decrepid beings, whose age and infirmities placed them be-
yond the merited chastisement their more active comrades, had they
falen into omy power, would have veceived.

A four pounder, two swivels mounted on the heighits, and some in-
different articles of small wms, were found: they. however, escaped
with their muskets and blunderbusses, or else hid them in some of
the numerous deep and intricate caverns to be found on the cape: in
one of which, various articles of plunder were stowed, but of no
vilue: however, enough to show the character of the wretches who
infest that place, human bones were found i the cave.  We found
eight hoats, but not of a large size; their principal one was, no doubt,
the one taken by the €olombian cruiser. as betore stateds and those
nien avmed with muskets and blunderbusses were, no doubt, of her
Crew,

a0
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From irfarmation devived from the pm«om‘rs we learn thay
Captain of the gang was v pricon in e interior ol the island, fo
h‘.-‘- ing bt an English veasclon” that capes As asingulare instange

f e growing propen-its of the present age for pivacy. 1 lve g
iforn y ornthat esen w weomanand ehildren weve of this gang. he lungmg
to iie captain ot themi—a sevond » Heden M Gregor, *oand the o}
men. oo who can do nodhing efse light ap the signal fire. which wy
doae in the precent fnstance, on oure appearing on the coast.

Euanother eases a captain of aovesselinformed me that he had heep
phindered by o gang of piratese who wok i by sareprise, under the
foliovw ing Stentagem vig.

<ol bmang Chis badd head and heary loeks exposed {o view)andy
Licthe ooy to steer ihe hoat. putieds or sailed along side of” Tis vesel;
whenaf was oo Ftes discovered that a strong party lay concealed in
the boattom o the boat. 1o whom he had {o swerender

The fonde justimentioned was removed to some place of safety be.
fore the attnek wavmade <add to be the wife of the captain,)

Firiling vur porsudt of the pirages promised no success, eonsidered
ianbpertant to remain longer at the capes b ing destroy ed theiy
means ol doing fuether mischie! for a time: and. taking into conside
ation the state of onre ollicers aad mens worn dowen by ftigue fron
a tong paasaic over one of the ronghest conntries I have ever see,
their elothe s nearly corn oy from bushes ol iupenetranie thicknes,
ad their shoes eat oft their feet by shaep pointed vocks. over which
they pas-edo Tabandoned the phces bringivg ol the wems e of
any conaequenee, il wetiing fire to every thing else that woald bur.

One Lorge and well shatched house, and thiee smadler ones, were
consumedy and a quanitity of dishing nets: and theiv fuenitaree, which
I have always oh-crved to be a part of the outfits of wpiraticd esta-
blishmenicthey are merely used for their immediate wants. ia procu-
ing sustenanee, when their real profession proves unfraitful. and
obliges them to it.

I have written you o very fong and (il accorut of this afir, i
order that youw inay be possessed of ever v information inmy powerto
give. in the event of 2 guestion arising as to the propriety of Fanding
and burnivg property on i foreign shoves and shoutd this case be
noticed by the supporters of s territorial jueisdiciion ** (over uninbi
bited parts of Cubay notorions enly for mneder and piracy.) iwiil be
seen that vour officers ard mien™s Hives line heen jeonardized. and
the flag of their conntey made o eget for the v less ill vines to five
at. at their ]h'u\"ru. and which will continne so to be. if any restie-
tions should be pat vpen anr "‘HHI'V“ i simiiar places, \\hr' v e
antharity extas fhan the will of the mopsanders themselves who inha-
Int those places.

I took the liheriy of yeleaing the (wo prisoners, as theve was
proof to c<tablich them piratess and T faenished thear a boat, with as
express condition that they =hould never appear again at the Cape
and dhat § should take and traat g5 pivates. any persons found theee
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- hereafier, ot furnished with a special licence from the present Cap-
tain General of Cuba. setting torth their cliavracter anid o cupation..
This was taking upon myseil. perhaps, too much: but it is now sub-
mitted to you. whether such a messure would not be proper, not only
~in regard to that place. but all others of « like Josition. .
Ileat theie is achain of i

: intercouise with fishernien-who live in such
"phn.'m;. and pivates, 1 have no doubts and it must be obvious from sev-
eral cases ol late. - : oo . ,
As regards those at the Isle of Pines. they affect to know nothing
of the reblery of the vessels your orier mentions to me having taken
" place there  although the very wrticles of the cargoes of those vessels,
§ saw in tlivir-house, ‘ ‘ L
At Cape Antonio, two years sinee, I found tishermen's huts filled
with piratical guods, papers, und letters, robled from ailicrent v essels, -
strewed about their tloowrs, o : o
That fishermen, as well as pirates. should ‘he moved from all the
cap\w. or rather uninhabited parts of Caba, where the proper author:
Jities can” have no control, 1 think necessary. and will 1 hope be
fhe cuse. v B S .
' Yery respectfully, T have the honor 1o be
: Your obedient sevvant,
LAWRENCE KEARNEY,
o : Lt. Con’dt U. 8. Navy.
“Com. D. PorTER, : _ S o :
Commanding U. S, Naval Forces in the W. Indies
and Gulf of Mexico. . : '

. 8. In my report of the affair at Cape Cruz. 1 forgot to mention, -
that we were not cither hailed. or was there any colors displayea by
- the party that attacked us. by which we could ascertaiutheircharacter.
As regards our character. they conlid have no great doubt : for they
had seen us commumicating with an Finglish ship of war, close off the
. Cape, on the same day of our ayrival, - N
[ was informed by the Gevernor of Trinidad, of pirates infesting
the coast to the eastward of that place. and was induced to proceed
within the keys in pursnit. . o .
On my way. boarded a small schooner. belenging to the Grand
Cayman‘island. and the information before veceived was corroborated -
by her master. ' ‘ -
Under these impressions, I reached Cape Cruz, and our reception
there induced a belief that we had met the party complained of,
ILam, very respectfully, -
. Your obedient servant, _

L. KEARNEY.

€om. D. PorTER, o . o
Commanding U. 8. Naval Forces in the ¥, Indics
 and Gulf of Mexico. . '
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Licutenunt Commandant Ritchie to Com. Porter.

U. S, Schneoner Fox,
20th of Jdugust, 1823,

Sir s In complianee with your instractions. of the 8thoultime, |
procecded to the coast of Yucatan. to ascertain the situation of a pi-
ratical establishment, said to be there. Oncthe Lt Darrived offthe
port of New Madrid, (New Malugay sod fnmedialc Iy sent o boatt
obtain ] the information possible. relative tothe situation and cha-
acter of the fortification,

[ gives me great pleasuree to inforne yous that the estahlishent
allisted o, is o foetitication for the protection of the town of New
Mabiga, recently established there for conumercial purposes, and tha
no prestes hinve Seen heard of on that cowst, for some time,

Fhe ereclosedd Terter o the Comnranddant of that place, inanswer
o s letter addpessed o hiv by e wille o doubt, fully explain theie
craeter: alsoy o letter fean the commiander ol He B ML brig Scou,
on the sabject of the aitach en the Forly which. no douht, gave vise
to the report of its heing o piratical establizhments wld the ansver
thereto upon that subject,

1 ane sted very respertiully.
Your obedient servant,
JOHN . RITCHIE
Com. D PorTER,
Comuianding Hest India Station,

et

Extract of a letter from Commudore D avin Porrrve fo the Secrclary
of the Nuvy, daled
Sex Gurnwe Port Rodgers, August 51st, 18205,

< Ttis with the deepest regret, Phave to intorm yous the vellow fever
has Lately made its appearance winong us. to an almming degree
and has carried off several,  For information as fo the nimber of
deaths, and the present situation of the sicke Eheg coave to refer you
10 the enctosed medical reports, and 10 say. that we are badly off for
medical assistauce”

JRST —
Fhe Secretary of the NMavy lo the President of the United States.

Navy DepsrrvesT,
) Sept. 2ist, 1825
President MonwoE :
Stz 1 teel it to be my duty to represent to you the following
facts, and to request the favor of your opinion respecting the course
proposed.
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“On the 17th of this month, by the- arvival of the Beagle. at this
place, from Thempson's babindo the: Depactinens was firnished with
“peports from thc'(‘«‘»llxxflgnlzailllg officer, :‘u-ul the surgeons at that sta-

tion. up to the 151 of Septeniter, by wiich we learn. that the John
Aslims, and several smaller vessels, were at that place: that, about the
coth of Augusty theyellow fever made its appearance. with considera-
. able malignity: that several deaths had oceenred. among which were
two Lientenants, Potter and Somervilles two Midshipmen, Mavshall
and Reeds the captain's clerk, Thomiis: a carpenter, two seamen, a
gliuncr. a ceoperand o steward: that Com. Porter and iwenty-one
oliicers anth meny were sick: the Conmmaodore in a state of great debili-
ty. hut goodtopeswere entertuined of his recovery. By the arrival of
Licut. Boarman, yesterday morning. we have verbal information to
the 8th of Septenthers when Connnodore Porter remained much as he
was on the first: between the 1st and the 8th, there had been several
deaths, and among them two Lieutenants and two Midshipmen: and
the fever did not in any degree abite. All the Surgeons weresick,
and tour surgeon's wates constitute the whele medical skill at the

station. - 5 o L : o

A careful exitmination of the yeports of the sick. and minute inqui-
ries of several oflicers who bave beon there, do not satisfy me that the
fever originated on the island: but U incline to the opinion. that the
infection may. in every instance, he traced to other places. but, wheth-
e it originated there, or be imported, the destroction of valuable lives
i« egnatly 1o be Tamented, and the effects upon the service equally de-
mand attention. . Accounts from that place, some of them very ex-
aggerated, find their wuy to the publie prints, and create painful anx-

ity with the friends of those who are there, and wills it is to be feared,
mless promptiy corvected, produce feelings in' the nation which will
b essentiadly injnvious to our important interests in that quarter,

The vadue of that station for the suppression of piracy. and the pro-
tection o commerce, i perfecetly uiderstood hy you, It ought not
readily to he deserteds . It is very desirable to save its while we. take
the most effectual nwans to protect the valuable lives of our oflicers
and meny Iis impaossible to leave them there, especially, citiided as
the commanding officer-isc without taking some decisive measure for
their relief: and. to order their immediate removal, with our present
foriation. would seem hazardous and improper, '

‘Two o three surgeons and surgeon’s mates have been ovdered, and -
are ou their way to the island.,. And, in order to obtain the best ad-
viee in wy power, 1 have submitted to Doct. Cuthush, and fony other
surgeons, now-in the city. all the information which [ could procure;
stated to them the tinie within which an order for vemoval could be
exccuteds and required their opinion on the propriety-of attempiing a

temoval of the vessels to some novthern port. Their report will be
made to me at eight o’clock to-morrow morning. and I shall. probably,

send you acopy.,  'Fheir opinion must, necessarily. be less safe than

d formed ou the spot; but it may be a useful aid in determining on the

tonrse to be pursued. ‘ S
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The plan which I propose fur your censideration, and which I ¢dhy)
adopt. if you do not disupprove. it. is the following :

Prepare the Shark. now at New York. to sail to'F hompsun sl'alaml,
-as speedily as pnsqnble. send in her one of the nldut and most exper.
enced officers in the-navy, with three of the most skilful ang intell
- gent surgeous: direct them. in connection with Commodore l’m-te;
. (ifhis health will permit, ) to investigate thoruughl\ the origin, cause,
Cand progress, of the disease; the mature and situation of the island
reference to héalth, at this season of the year: the present state apg
- prebable health of the station: with authority either to retain the ve.
scls there, or, if necessury. remove them to'a northern port, until the
advance of winter shall ;ustlh their return to that latisude.

The Shark can sail in less than ten days: witl pro!nhh take tey
more to peach the island: m(l a removal may heeffected in five more,
if it be foind necessary, I presume the oflicers who &0 out. may e
turn in aboot four weeks froi the time the vessel sails.

I believe I should seiect Commodore Rodgers for this purpose, and
have consulted him ahout it He approves the plan. and with his
usial promptuess in the public service, cxpluscd @ wish to pdrta.ke
_m its execution. -

The following benefits ‘mmld re<ult :

1st, The hest medical assistance wills in this way, be fur nished t
the sick. at that station. and many valuable lives may be saved,

2d. 'T'he public mind will be quwtui by a precise knowledge of
facts.

ad. A station, necessary to the ohjects for which the Government
‘sent out the expedition. will probably be continued and secured.

4th. We shall obtain the safust information to guide us on 4]! future
o (‘.l\!(mt.. .

I shall be pleased if this phn meet your 1pprobatmn. and shall
make. the necessavy arcangements for it: not. however, giving any
arders which will create difficulty, should you dwappl oveit. Pleas
to favor me with an answer by the express. :

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c.

SAM'L L. SODTH .1RD
————
The becre!ary of the .N‘avu to Com. Eodgers.
Navy DLPARTVIE\'I‘,
' 29th September, 1828, .
Dear Siw: 1 nnr]ose -your orders. Youarealready well acquamted

with the views of the Department. and of the President. in relation
to your visit to Thompson’s Island, aud the motives by which it has

been induced.
On your .lrrw.xlthere. you \ull of course, communicate freely with

Commodore Porter respecting them. should he still be thers, and in
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asituation to receive your eommunications. The uncertainty whether:
he be still living. the anxicty felt by the government and nation for
pis safety: the numerous.reports of the sickly state of the oflicers and.
crews of the vessels, and ot those who are on the Island: and the de-
give to furnish the most prompt and effectual relief: are among the
principal causes which have 'c!'eu}cd the wish that you should under-
take the expedition. In its faithful execution, and beneficial results,
I heve strong confidence; and am, dear sir, :
‘ Very respectfully, yours, :
SAML. L. SOUTHARD.

Jonx ReDGERS, Esq. _
Caplain U. S. Navy, President ~Naval Board.

e

The Sceretary of the Nuvy to Com. Rodgers.
Navy DEPARTMENT, 2904 September, 1823.

_81r: You will proceed, in the schooner Shavk, from New-York to
Thompson's Island, as speedily as circumstances will permit, taking
with you Surgcons Marshall, Heerman. Harris, and Washington, whe
- will obey your orders, and render all the assistance in their power in
accomplishing the objects of your expedition.  If either of them is pre-
ventedt from joining you before you sail, your will require the aitend-
ance of Surgeon Hoffman, or any other of the surgeons at New
York, to supply his place. =~ - . '
~ I any ofticers be wanting to make up the complement of the Shark,
you wiil select such as are necessary. at New-York. 'When you shall
arvive at "Thowpson®s Island, you will investigate. with the utmiost-.
caves the oviging progress. aind present state, of the sickness. which pre-
vails on the island, and in the squadron: the condition of all the ves-
sls which are theres the localities of the station, in reference to health;
and every matter which may be necessary and proper, to enable you te
form & correct opinion, both of the propriety of continuing the vessels
atthat station, and of using it hereafter, during the sickly scason.
Afier having made the necessary inquirvies, you will cither take
wch measures as shall seem proper. in reference to the health and
vomfort of the squadron, beaving it where it is; or you will erder its
removal, for the present, to Pensacola, Norfolks or some more north-
e port. In either event, an early and minute report on the subject,
to this Department, is desirable. ' o
Uncertainty as to the present state of Commodore Porter's health,
lurnishes one strong motive for your visit. I his health permits, he
will furnish the most safe information and best assistance in accom-
plishing your object: and if the squadvon be left there. be will reniain
't command, if Tis health permit, and it be his wish, If his health
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rt-qlm'o a vmt lnthe U mm(l St.ltc\,. you will pl.u ¢ some ntber in mm.
_‘m‘md. and make report thereof as soon as practicable. ‘

The surgeons who go \\dh you will render to the sick all the aid ip
‘thei e power, consistently w ith the other dutics the ¥ have to perform;
and they wili retarn w ith you, and jointhe several \t.tlmnahom which
they are taken, reporting to this De partment the time of their arvival,

You will be at liberty to” return in the Shark, Granypus, oy any
other vessel at the station. which you shall think. best lm' service. i
is suppnwdl you may accomplish thie ohjéctsin view, and return tm..n
plaw, in whout five weeks from the time the Sh.u k sdlls.

Fam, very respec tlully, sir,
Y uux' most obedicnt servant,

SAMUEL L. SUL 1 I[.&RD

Jonx Roponns, Esq. - E :
Captuin U. 5. .\ v _;, President of the Navy Doard.

B commamd

The Srcrc ury (f the Nuvy te Com. Porier.
CONAVY DEPARTMENT,
bq}t. 29, 1825,

My prak sar: This lvncr \\lll he h.mdvxl to’you by Commorar
‘Rodgers. The object of his visit to "Thowmpson’s Lskanel will be fully
ceommunicated to yow by fin lnv \.nmus. ad inmany poin
sontradic tm' . l(‘pm ise rompiec lmﬁ tie condition of the station, them
cortainty whether you still live, the deepest anxiety. for vour safety,
the desire to furnish speedy delief. and acguire iull 1}nmn{n.\1.|ml,n~

specting the health ol the station, ~and its fitness as a vendezvos
Jduring the sickly sew-on, and the fear that de lnhmful as” you i,
you conld not secure that information for us, have pr ompted the wish
that Commodore Rodgers should wndertaie the expedition. and have
induced him cheesl .|H\. and voluntarily to enteron its performance.

He will find united in it the saered ofiices of private wndsh!pand
public duty. A report.tha your hezith is restored will give to me
indiv ulualh and to the n.u-nu at farge, most sincere gratification.

I amy very vespeetfully, dear siv,
Your mast nbod_mnt servant,
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD
Capt. D Davio PorTER, |

Commanding U. 8. Naval Forces,
West Indics and Gulf of Mexvico.
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{'om. Porter to Com. Clauncey.
WaisningTon Ciry,
October 27, 1823,

S1r: [have the honor to report to you my arrival here, in the U. S.
salliot the Sca Gull, from Thompson’s Island, in forty-three days;
and from which place 1 wayg driven with the squadron, by a pestilence
which made its appearance there, carrying ofl. in a short time, for
the want of the necessary medical aid on the station, a great number
of valuable oflicers and men. This circumstance induced me to order
the large vessels to Hampton Roads, there to remain for a short time,
where medical assistance, if required by them on their arrival, could
be obtained.  But 1 am happy to inform you that, with the exception
of some intermittents, contracted since their arrival, they ave perfectly
healthy, as all the small vessels were which were left on the station,

The vessels on the West India station have never been more healthy
than they have been this season, the disease with which we have been
afficted being altogether local, and originating in the decomposition
of vegetable substances, after the heavy rains, and during the succeed-
ing intense heat of the weather. My experience convinces me that,
from the middle of July to the middle of October, the lee side of
Thompson™s Island is an unfit residence for man; for the rest of the
year, no place within the tropies can be more healthy. Those whe
have resided on the weather side of the island, have at all times been
exempt from the sickness with which those to the leeward have heen
aflicted.  As a place of deposite for our stores, and of repair for our
vessels employed on the coast of Cuba, no place can be better adapted;
but, while the same canse for disease exists. and they must ever exist, it
would not he pradent to make it a pertsanent station. where many men
would be exposed to the baneful influence of the sickly season. As
we are now happily sitnated, with regard to the authorities of Cuba,
the inconvenience of an absence of thiee or four months from Thomp-
son’s Island would not be felt, and the excellent and healthy harbor
of Matanzas, where we enjoy every facility and convenience from the
local authorities, will obviate all the inconveniences which might
otherwise he experienced.  The short delay of receiving stores from
on board the ships from the island, and the position they may take
outside the harbor. free from the influence of the poisonous vapor
which avises from the ponds, would render them secure from its effects,
Should it be the design of the Government to keep a force there, I had
proposed to myself this avrangement., Under all circumstances, how-
ever. it will be proper to have more medical men on the station; and
had the necessary number been furnished this year, the squadvon
would have been, no doubt, in a great measure saved from the deplor-
able consequences which have resulted, as the discase, in the com-
mencement, was completely under the control of medieine: but. ¥
rcg;ret to say, that several perished without receiving any medical
aid whatever, and without ever seeing a physician. 'The whole of the

80 :
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medical  men. with scarcely an exception, were, from their great
fatigue and exposure, taken down with the discase, and we were left
to perish for want of that assistance which we thought ourselves entj.
tled to. I am well aware. however, of the difticulties the Depant.
ment has labored under. to make the surgeons do theiv duty.

"The Sea Gull will want coppering. and some other repairs; the rest
‘of the vesscls are in general in good order. Several of the ofticers of
the squadron under my orders request leave of absence for a shot
time. and many applications are daily made to me on points of duty
relating to my command. I heg to he informed by yon. whether].
am to act on these matters as [ have done heretofore, or to leave them
‘to the management of the Navy Department. ‘

.

I shall ‘hold myself. and the vessels, ready fo veturn to the station,
<0 s00n as it can be done with safety to those on board. I musten.
treat of you, however, an additional supply of medical men for the

vessels-of the squadron, and for the establishment on shore.
' ‘ 1 have the honor to be, with great respect,
“Your obedicnt sv‘cl-v’ant_'.
D. PORTER.

Com. Isaac Cmarscey, ' .
Senior member of the Boerd of Navy R
Commissioners, and JAcling Sec. of the Navy.

——
‘Nujv DEPARTMENT, 28th_0ctober, 1828,

“81r: Your letter of the 27th inst. has been received. . On your
recovery from a dangerous illness, produced by great exposure aud
much suffering, you will be pleased, Sir, to accept my sincere con-
gratulations. ' o oo :

In conducting the movements of the squadron entrusted -to- your
charge. you have displayed that intelligence, promptitude, and vigor,
which effectually arresting the depredations of the freehooters, have
afforded security to our trade. and justly entitle you to the unquali-
ficd approbation of this Department, and to the thanks of  your
country. S C - ‘ ' _

The conduct of the officers and men under your command, has been
such as might have been expected. from the example of their chief;
and you will be pleased, Sir, to assure them of the consideration in
which their services are held, and the high sense entertained of their
devotion to a most arduous and dangerous service. o

The want of medical aid, of which you so justly complain, will
claim the eavly and special attention of this Départment. >
If the state of your health will permit, you will take upon your-
self the gerieral seperintending divection of the equipment of the ves-
<els of your squadron, now at this yard and at Norfolk. Let their com-
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manders report to you their wants, that you may make them known
to the Board of Navy Commissioners, who will cause every requi-
site supply to be furnished. _ - ‘ _ _ e

C I am, very respectfully, . .
o - .8ir, your most obedient servant,
I. CHAUNCEY,

_ _ _ _ For the Secretary of the Nuvy.
~ Davip VorTER, Esq. _ : : -
Commanding a Squadron in the West Indics

: and Gulf of Mexico.

| et

Comm Rodgers to the Secretary of the a\’avy.:
Noi 1.

-U. 8. SCHCONER SIARK,
Ifwmpton Roads, Nov. 16, 1825.

~ Bir: In the. prosecution of your instructions of the 29th of Sept.
last, you have already been informed of the time of my departure
from New York, in the United States schooner Shark. IR
" I have now the honor to inform you that, on the 25d of October, 1
‘reached Thompson’s Island, accompanied by surgeons Harris, Wash- -

- ington, and Hoffman, of the Navy, after a passage of seventeen days,
in which we experienced much rough disagreecable weather, it rain--
ing more or less every day but one, for thirteen days.

- On reaching the Island, and not finding any of the public vessels of
war except the Porpoise, the first objects to which I directed my at-
tention, were, to ascertain the state and condition of the sick remain-
ing onit: and, as far as practicable, the cause or causes which had -
produced such disastrous consequences to the health of the officers, -
séamen, and marines, stationed on the Island. and on board of sever- '

“al of the vessels, which had previously had access to it as a rendez-
vous; for this purpose, I accordingly addressed a letter (of which the
enclosed, No. 1, is a copy) to Surgeons Harris, Washington. and
Hoffman. By their answer, (No. 2, herewith enclosed,) you will per-
ceive that they do not consider the disease attributable entirely to
‘any one causc, but {0 a varicty of causes, such as they have described.

-That the reasons which they have assigned are correct. there can
be but little doubt: but to which of them'is to be attributed the most
powerful agency in producing the disease, is still a matter of specn- -
lation; or. atleast. very questionable. ' R : :
~ 'The Island, it must be admitted, does contain localities of a charac-

ter caleulated, ‘when assisted by other causes; and perhaps only slight

-ones too, to generate bilious, and probably malignant fevers: yet 1



must confess that ¥ still entertain doubts whether those causes haw
had, in the present instance, so decisive an agency in producing thy
- late fatal malady, as they may, at first view, scem to have had, .
From the little experience I have had, my opinjon is. that the di.
mate of Thompson®s Island is similar to that of the West India Islang
generallys: that its air is perhaps less salubrious than some, but mors
so than others: and that, notwithstanding the ohjections which may
. be urged against i.. on account of particular defects arising {vom il
“small elevation above the level of the sea, the uncveness of ity sup
fuce; and the many salt and fresh water ponds which it is said to con.
tain, still, that it'is. from the c¢xcellence of its havbor, and its pecu.
liar station on the map of this Western Hemisphere, too important ay
" object, in a political and commercial point of view, to be suffered &
* remain unoccupied and uncegarded: for, admitting its climate, iniits
© present unimproved state, to be as unfriendly to health as even thatof
the colony of Surinam. it is, notwithstanding. susceptible of beingse
improved. or, at least, the dangers attending it so much diminished,
- by artificial means, (sach as I will heveatter describe,) as to render
the objections to it. if not harmnless, at least comparatively small
Previous to !caving the Island, on the 3d inst. 1 had sent, by thead.
‘vice of Surgeons Harris, Washington, Hoffman, and Williamson, (s
I have already informed you,) all the sick, whose situations appeared
1o require a remove to a more vorthern climate. ~ Those who still re.
‘mained at the Liland, at the time of my departure, were all well,
-except some convalescents, and a few with mild iniermittent fevers;
all of whom, it was believed, however, would be restored to health
again by the return of cooler weather: indeed. for the last three days
previous to our sailing. the wind had prevailed with much force from
thenorth, and had rendered the air comparatively much purer. cool.
er, and exhilarating. than it had been for seme days before; so much
%0, as to induce a belief that the season of health had commenced, aal-
that ity salutary effects would immediately be felt by those who have
suffered by the long continuance of heat. o L
* Previous to leaving the Island, I made such arrangements, and
saw things placed upon- such a footing, as to warrant the niost san-
guine anticipation of favorable results. and such as might have been
expected, had Commodore Porter’s health permitted him to continue
on the station. y . C : : e
.. For the few changes which I found it necessary to make in the dis-
position of the several vessels left on the station. permit me to ref
you to the accompanying papers 1, 2, 5, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. '
. - With great respect. ‘ : ‘
I I have the honor to be, L
‘ - 8ir, vour obedient szrvant, S
JOHN RODGERS.

The Hon. SamveL L. SovTuArD,
- .Becretary of the Navy, Washinglon.
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* Jioctors Lurris, Washinglon, and Hoffman, tv the Sccretury, of tlhe Navy.
' ' No. 2. - : : :

UNxTED STATES Scin. SHARK,
T Thompson’s Island, Oclaber 29k, 1823,
§in: In conformity” with the instructions contained in your com-
munication of the 21th instant, we have carefully inquired into, and
deliberately considered, the various points to which you have direct-.
¢l our attentions . S
On cxamining this Island, we find that it is of a sccondury calca-
reous furmation,. and is thinly overspread with a light vegetable
‘mould. - The shores are somewhat elevated above the interior grounds,
by the suel continually throwing up pulverized shells, which give
a concave forn to its superfices. It is thickly. covered with small
{rees and shrubbery, principaily of the mangrove varicty. and grasses
of several species grow with great luxuriance. _
'So far as our obsevvations have enabled us to determine, we are
of opinion that nearly cne-hulf of the island js occupied by sall and
f.esh water ponds. _ : - ' .
It has been ascertained, ihat the surfuces of these ponds are on
*Jevel with the surreunding ccean, yetbut one-of them has any con-
nexion with it, by veason of the natural embankments 1o which we
have already alluded. C ' :
“The purest water of the island is in sume degree hrackish: but has
not, so far as we can lewrn, produced any untriemdly effect on the
Lealth of those who have used it freely as a drink. —
During the dry season,  which continues from about the middle .of
Septembetr to the middle of June, many of the ponds cither dry up,
or shrink considerably within the bonndaries to which they are di-
luted during the rainy season. - - ' . - _
- The swface being thus imperfectly overflowed, presents a mass of
vegetable ind animal matter, to which the climate adds every other
circumstance necessary to give miasm its most powerful effect on the
* human frame. 'The gales and retiring tides {requently deposite on the
shores a quantity of sea-weed, which undergoes arapid decomposi-
tion, and thus contributes, in a limited extent, to vitiate ilhe atmos-

phere. :
To these miasmatic causes of disease, were added others of equal,
if not greater magnitude. T ' .

They have arisen, ' ' :

1. From the sudden expasure of Northern constitutions toa tro-
pical climat', at a period when the ordinary relaxing effecis of u
change from a cold to a warm season were aggravated by a differeuce
of fourtecn or fifteen degrees of southern latitude.  From this cause, -
they were, in the space of two or three weeks, ‘operated npon by an -
increase of temperature of at least fifty degrees. : .

2. From the great fatigue and exposure. by day and night, of the -
oflicers and crews engaged in the boat service, and from the want of
cmufortable guarters for those whe had encamped on the island.
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5. From irregulars and, frequently. intemperate habits,

4. Fron Leing often deprived of fresh and wholesome Provisions,

5. From the continued anmoyance of moschetoes and sand-fli,
which deprived the men of their aecustomed rests So insupportabl,
indeed, became these troublesome insects, that the men were fy.
quently obliged to retive to the beach, where they walked the grege
pivt of the nighit.  Colierse we have been informed by the ofticers o
the station, would row off” in hoats some distance from the shove, ay
thus expose themselves cither to the heavy dews or drenching iy
pecadiar to this climate. .

6. Frowm being operated upon by the depressing passions, arising
from apprehension, awakened by the prevailing epidemic, and by e
obvious want of comfort of those who were affected with discase.

These fruitful sources of fever will abundantly account for they
extent and Gatality, Taking into consideration the great Liability of
persons from the higher Jatitudes, of discase, when even slightlyex.
posed to lardships in the tropies, it oughi not to be a subject of s
prise, that the severely arduous service in which our ofticers ad
crews lave been engaged, have occasivned so many sacrifices of v
fuable Jives.

The squadron under the command of Commodore Porter saild
from Norfolk on the 14th of February, proceeded directly to the
West-Indies, as far south as St. Domingo, and then, returning north,
touk possession of this istand on the 5d of April,

The first cases of fever which presented themselves to the notice of
Dr. Williamson, the Snrgeon of the station, were of a bilious cha-
racter, and which readily yielded to the ageney of medicine,

On thecoth of April, a servant in the family of Mr. Symingtor
was attacked with yellow fever. With the exception of this cas,
hilious texer continued the prevalent discase until early in June, when
assumed, iy instanees, a highly makgnant form,  "Uhis dis-
case now commenced on howrd the store ship Decoy, which was ren
dered unbealthful by the fmpurity of her hold. A quantity of
ballast was put aboard from this Lshand. containing shell fish and sea
weeds which, by the Leat of a tropical climate, was thrown into a
state of putrifactive fermentation. T'wo of the cases, however,
which ocearred on board this vessel, were contracted by imprudent
exposare (o a noon-day heat, in the streets of Havana.

About the fatter end of July, the yellow fover prevailed, with
great malignaney, at all the establishments on the Island,  From
the various canses already stated, the disease in very many instances
necessartly proved fatal. '

The malignant fever continned epidemic antil about the first of
October, when its type again changed to an infermittent.

We have been unabie to ascertain the precise number of deaths, in
consequence of the absenceof the medical officers who had charge of the
Allenton hospital.

It appears, from the veport of Dre. Williamson, that there are fifty-
nine persons now sick at the difterent lospitals on the Island.  We
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‘ba\'&‘ visited these establishments, and have found the patients sinking
under the influence of debility, despondency, and the ravages of dis-
ease.  Such of them as recover, commonly 1-el'ftpsc in the_course of a
day or twd, after being restored to duty.  As in relapses generally,
“each succeeding attack becomes more unmanageable,
It appears, then, that they cannot bchrostorcd to-perfect health in
their present situutiﬁfmﬂi is'state, only a burden to the
ublic service, we do; from motives of policy. as well as of humanity,
respectfully recommend their immediate removal to a more northern
station. v ' : L -
We beg further to recommend, thag the large brig, now in the
harbor, and which has been already designated as a hospital, should
be suitably fitted up for the reception of those who may be hereafter
attacked: By anchoring this vessel some distance to the windward of
the Island, the sick will inhale a pure atmosphere: will be protected
in comfortable quarters: .and, being without the reach of annoying
insects, will enjoy such repase and tranquillity, as are cssential to the
successful treatment of their discases. . :
- We have the honor to be, very vespectfully,
_ o ' Your obedient servants,
THO. HARRIS., M. D.
B. WASHINGTON., M. D.
RICH. K. HOFFMAN, M. D.
Surgeous of -the Navy.

Commodore Joux RonGFrrs, - : -
President of the Board of Navy Commissioners.

e

Com. Porter to the Secretary of the Nuvy.
BAvTIMORE, November 19, 1823,

§m: In conformity with your wishes, verbally cxpressed to me,
Lhave the honor to submit to you a brief outline of my proceedings
in the West Indies, with the squadron under my command,. for the
swuppression of piracy, and for the protection of persons: and proper-
ty, of the citizens of the United States. _ .

In order to take in as large a ficld for operation as possible, I pro-
eded with my squadron, consisting of a sloop of war, wsteam gal-
liat, a store ship, and nine schooners, to windward. tonching at St.
Thomas’s, showing my forces off the forts of Porte Rico, and although
my presence there, was attended with the loss of a guliant young
nlticer, it resulted in the. raising of the blockade of tha coas{s of the

Colombian Republic, and gave a check to a system of Jicensed pi-
racy, which' had for-a long time previsusly been practised, fiom St
Aohw's, and ather ports of that island. C O

e, [ continued to scour the coasts of the Tslauds of the
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West Indies to Cuba, the pluce of our destination, where we foy
piracy in full force; buty by the extraordinary activity and vigilang
of the ofticers and men, under mny command, it was, in less thy
two months rom onr arvival, as completely suppressed, as it is at ths
moment, or will be for several years.

The actual presence of an active naval force, with a proper undy.
standing with the authorities on shore, being the only means by
which the hordes of desperadoes, which have so long infested th
almost unknown coasts of this extensive Island, can bo completely
exterminated, happily, the utmost cordiality, and most perfect e
operation, has existed between the anthorities of Cuba, and mysl;
and, (rom them, I have received every countenance which could s
me iu effecting an object, so interesting to the wimle civilized worl,
and so honorable to the character of our country; and from {hie
under my command, a zeal and activity which have been rawly
equalled, and, I will venture to say, have never been surpassed, in
any Navy, or on any service.

[Tumanity will deplore the loss of the many gallant spirits whid
accompanied me, and which shaved in this most arduous duty; b
she will console herself in the reflection, that the whole world has be.
nefitted vy their exertions, and that numbers nnknown have, by then,
been saved from the knives of the most bload-thivsty monsters thal
ever disgraced the name of man,

The details ot the operations of the forces entrusted to me hav,
froim time to time, been communicated to you. I heg leave, there
fure, to refer you to the archives of the office for more minute inform:
ation. It will, T hope, suflice to say, that, at present, I havem
knowledge of the existence of any piratical establishment, vessels, or
hoats, or of a pirate afloat, in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexia.
They have all been burnt, tuken, destroyed, and driven to the shor,
where the latter have, in most cases, been speedily captured by the
Iocal military.

Some severity has been exercised while the battle lasted, but the
result has been beneficial, the examples having steuck a panic which
will, no doubt, long serve to deter others from embarking in similar
pursuits.

The fixing an establishment at Thompson’s Island for rendezvos
and supplies, us my instructions required, has had the most hapyy
effect in attaining the object in view, Its vicinity to Havana, placed,
as it were, i she thoroughfare ol vessels sailing through the Gull
makes it.in many points of view, an object of great importance to the
United States; amd, although for three months in the year it must
ever remain sickly, while existing causes continue, it is, from itser
traordinary salubrity for the renmainder of the year, worthy a closer
examination, to ascertain whether they may not be cradicated, It
my opinion, that, by thinning the woods, and draining off the heavy
rains of the month of June, thereby promoting a free circulation of i
evaporation and dispersion of the water rendered stagnant by the es-
cessive heat of June, and which causes the rapid decomposition of the
vegetable maiter with which the Island ahounds, the months of A
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gust, Se tember, and October, might be mado.sllfﬁ(‘ionﬂy hf'althy for
the residence of man; but, at present, the poisonous eflluvia arising
from these causes, isalmost certain destruction to whoever breathesit.
Had I been aware of its pernicious effects, 1 could, without any incon-
venience, have guarded against them by an cavlier removal of the
ships; but it took us by surprize, qn(l the malignity of the discase was
unparalieled. Itis (‘,o!'tain that it originated on the Istand, for our
ships, with the exception of those sent to work on shore, have, in
their crews, enjoyed uncommon health,

Inmy intercourse with foreignoflicers, in general, T have received
from them every attentions and from none more than those ot the Bii-
tish Navy. The Jamaica station had heretofore been commanded by
an Admiral: but, when Sir Edward Owens, an oflicer of the same
rank as myself, was charged with a force for the cappression of pi-
racy. Admiral Rowley was recalled to England, that we might meet
on cqual grounds.

Offers for co-operation were repeatedly made to me, but, feeling
that the forces under my command were fully adequate to the object,
Ldeclined confining myself to any general plan, leaving it altogether
to the accidental meetings of our vespective forces, and to circumstan-
ges. Itaffords me pleasure to say, that, whenever such meetings did
take place, with a common object in view, they have been attended
with the happiest results.

The law making appropriation for the suppression of piracy, limit-
ed the amoeunt to be'expended to $160,0005 and, in the expenditure,
much latitude was given to me by the honorable Secretary of the Na-
vysand the Board of Navy Commissioners.  In the exercise of the
trust reposed i me, 1 have endeavored to observe the utinost econo-
my; and, when all shall be deducted which has heen charged to the
appropriation for this ehject, and shall be charged under the proper
heads, it will be found that a large unexpended balance will be re-
maining in the Treasury.

The improvements of Thompsou's Istand, transportation of stores
for the general service, medicines, hospital stores, &c. &eo &c. are of
this descriptions and. when the sale of the vessels purchased for this
service shall take place, and their proceeds be returned to the Prea-
sury, the expense of the expedition will bea subjectscarcely worthy
of consideration,

Should the gradual withdrawal of the small vessels take place, I
beg leave to sugeest, that a frigate, in addition to the two sloops of
war now attached to the squadron, is due to the character of our ser-
vicey to the respectability ol our flag in that quarter of the world, and
would, by the convenience she world altord (o our open boats, in the
pursit of pirates, offer the most certain means ot” Keeping them in
check.

The moral effect produced by this expedition should not he over
!rmkod. The system of privateering which has prevailed, has, from
its looseness, been the cause of many vexations to our cominerce,
Dur presence has occasioned the older Governments o recal vessels

51
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of this description, and the new Governments of America to issyy
their commissions with more precautions, to guard against abuse
consequently, our commerce is free from interruption, and our flag
respected throughout those seas.
I have the lionor to be, &c.
D. PORTER.

Hon. SEcerTARY oF THE NaAvy,
Washington.

Commodore Rodgers (o the Secretury of the Navy.

Sir: Inmy communication to you, of the 16th instant, I inlormel
you that, although objections might be urged to the climate of Thomp.
son’s Island, on account of the namber of salt and {resh water ponds,
and the abundant growth of timher which it contains, yet, evenin
its present state, and admitting such objections to be well founded,
still they might be rendered havmiess, or, at any rate, greatly dimin
ished, by the inteoduction of artificial means.

By the official report of Surgeons Harvis, Washington, and Hoft-
man, now in your possession, you have heen made acquainted with
theiv opinions respeeting the localities of the Island, so far as re-
gards the form of its surface, the nature of its soil, timber, and other
particulars: in all which, they have given as minute a description
as the most unremitting attention, considering the fength of time
they were there, and the means of information afforded them, would
admit.

These, together with the high reputation which those gentlemen
sustain forscience and professional skill, leave no doubt in my mind
that their report upon the sabject has been judicious, and such as the
time and circumstances under which they visited the Island, wouid
scem to point out as being the most safe and discrect; but, afterall
that has been said, it must be admitted, notwithstanding their unin-
termitting industry to find out the true causes of the disease, that
they were, after considering the only facts presented to their view,
obliged to attribute it to a variety of causes, and, among the number,
those which are known to be inscparable from the arduous nature of
the service in which many of the oflicers and men were engaged, and
the consequent exposure to which they were unavoidably subjected.

This being the case. you will, sir, at once perceive, that it must
still remain doubtful, whether the air of the Islund contributed more,
or even as much as other causes, in producing the disease; for which
reason, I am led to remavk, that it might be unsafe to condemn it asa
suitable rendezvous for our vessels employed in the West Indies aud
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Gulf of Mexico, until we shall have had, under different circums
stances, more experience of its climate than we have yet had.

As an auxiliary to an extensive and permanent southern naval
depot, [perbaps at Pensacola] such as a proper sccurity for our com-
merce, and the pevmanent union of the Statey, seem to vender indis-
pensable, it will be found, I am inclined to believe, that the Island in
question wili soon become au object worthy the serious atteation and
consideration of the Goveyrnment.

Nature has made it the advance post from which to watch and
guard our_commerce passing to and from the Mississippi, while, at
the same time, its peculiar situation, and the excellence of its harbor,
point it out as the most certain key to the commerce of the Havanz,
to that of the whole Gult of Mexico, and to the returning trade of
Jamaica; and, I venture to predict, that the first important naval
contest in which this country shall be eugaged, will be in the neigh-
barhood of this very Island.

Without further remark on this interesting subject, permit me, sir,
to observe, that, whatever objections may be made to the Island as a
rendezvous, in its preseut unimproved and uncultivated state, cven
these may be rendered harmless, or, at least, measurably unimport-
ant, by subsituting the following description of force, for that now
employed in the protection of our commerce in the West Indies and
Gulf of Mexico:

"The Independence 74, depriving her of her Tower deck guns, and
giving her a crew of 450 scamen, ordinary scamen, boys, and ma-
rines, with an extra complement of commission officers, and double
the usual number of midshipmen; the sloops of war John Adawms,
Hornet, and such other vessel ef that class as can, from time (o time,
be spared from other service: the brig Spark, and schooners Gram-
pus, Porpoise, and Wild Cat, and five or six burges, such ad are now
at Thompson's Island, for vceasional service.

The vessels particalarly purchased for the suppression of piracy,
have done all that could reasonably have been expected towards its
suppression; indeed, they have searchied every nook and corner on the
whole coast of €uba, from whi-h a pirate might be expected to issue;
and, besides capturing and destraying all that could he ideutified as
being of this character, they have made impressions not to be erased
from the minds of such monsters, so loug as we Keep a respectable
force in their neighborhood, in readiness to chastise those whose te-
merity might induce them to renew their depredations, and which,
in the present state of things, notwithstanding tie sconrging they
have received, would be the case, in the absence of such a force as
I have described.

On the adoption of the before mentioned force, the other vessels,
purchased for the suppression of piracy, might be sold; a circum-
stance very much to be desived, as their longer employment would be
found not ouly useless, and dangerous to the health and comfort of
those employed in them, but subversive of that discipline by which
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our navy acquired its character, and for which, at one time, it may
be said to have stood unrivalled by any other.
I have the honor to be,
With great consideration and respect, sir,
Your most obedient servant,

JOUN RODGERS,

To the Hon, Samr. L. Sovruarp,
Seeretary of the Navy.






LIST of United States’ Naval Officers who have died since 45t of January, 1823.

NAMES. RANK. WHERE. WHEN.
John H. Dent - - - - - | Captain Charleston, So. Ca.l Sept. , 1823.
John Shaw - - - - - do. Philadelphia 17, de.
William H. Watson - - - - { Lieutenant Thompson's Island 13, do.
William H. Cocke - - - - do. West Indies March 6, do.
Johu M. Maury - - - - - do. Ship Decoy June, do.
Richard Dashiell - - - - - do. Coast of Africa 22, do.
George W. Hamersley - - - - do. Thompson's Island
Nathanicl Carter, jr. - - - - do. do. Sept. 6, do.
William H. Mott - - - - - do. New-York July 4, do.
Richard M. Potter - - - - do. Thompson’s Island | Aug. 11, do.
Richard C. Edgar - - - - | Surgeon do.
John Dix - - - - - do. Coast of Africa
M. C. Atwood - - - - - { Purser do.
Benjamin F. Bourne - - - - do. New-York Nov. 10, do.
Andrew Hunter - - - - - { Chaplain Washington, D. C.| Feb. 24, do.
David P. Adams - - - - - do. Thompson’s Island | Sept. 20, do.
R 2 Newbore | Maren,” o
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- Edward Bm-ne;v,oll

James A. Kirk -

James P. M’Call .
Joseph G. Smith
George W. Simms
Robert Steed
Robert 'Taylor
Rolla Weems -
‘Miles King ~ -
R. M. Benbridge
John Drew
Edward Rumney
Samael Rinker
‘Wm, L. Reynolds
Wm. Canningham

Samuel Morrison - -
Samucl Marshall - -

W. M. Rittenhouse
John Reed, jr. -
Alfred Grayson -
George Cooper -
Stephen M. Rogers
Henry Gilliam -
Anthony Grice -
Heunry Dyson-
David Navarro
Benjamin Follett
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‘§mlnng Master

Midshipman .
©ode

-do
do-
do -
do
do
do -

"do
do

do

do
Boatswain -~ %
Guaner

do -
Midshipman

de

.. do

Captain Marines
Lieutcnant. do

“do  do.

do.
Carpenter
Midshipman -
Sailmaker -
Midshipman

1 Drowned .

| Schooner Porpoise
| Coast of Africa
‘Norvfolk

Ship Decoy

. _'.[hompson 3 Island

do
do
Noriolk

Thompson’s Island _

do
Boston

Philadelphia -
Coast of Africa
do
Thompson s Island
' do’
o
. do
Ship Decoy
Boston
Thompson’s Island
do
do
Brig Spark :
Thomps:)ln’s Island
o

Sept. 17, -
Oct. 10,
Oct. "~ 4, .

June 8,

- Oct.
Sept. 2,-
6,
: -Apul '
| Mar. 31,

Aug- 3 ' ’.. .

24,

29,

June 27,
Sept. 27,
Allg. 279

Nov. 26,
Oct. 2,
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do.

do.

do.
do.

do.
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